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Tar SPEAKER took the Chair at
£30 o'clock p.m.

Pravers.

ELECTION RETURN—GERALDTON,

Tae CLErk announced the retorn of
writ for the election of a4 wmember for
Geraldton (in room of Mr. H. Carson,
unsented on petition), showing that Mr.
Thomas Leishian Brown had been duly
elected.

Mr. T. L. Brown took the oath and
stuhseriluad the roll.

URGENCY MOTION—ELECTION AT
GERALDTON,

HOW AFFECTED BY NEWS TELEGRAM, AND
BY MINISTERIAL STATEMENT THEREOQON.

Mr. M. . TROY (Mount Magnet):
T beg to move the adjournment of the
Honse on a. qllestlou of urgency of which
I have given noice.

Mr. SPEARER: 1 have received
from the hon. wmember the following
notice :(—

With a view of dlawmu; attention fo a
matter of urgency, viz., the statements made
in the Marning Hera'd and the West Aus-
tralianr, as also the repurted statement by the
Attorney Geueral as published m the West
Awstralian of the 26th mst., and in Parliament
hy the Minister for Mines and the Member for
Coolgardie, relative to the Geraldton election,
T move That the House do now adj urn.

The question is *That (bis notice he
proceeded with.” It will be vecessary,
as hon. mewbers are aware, for at least
seven hon. members to rise in their
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places if they are fuvouranbly dispused to
receiving this wotion,

More than seven members having risen
m their places —

Mg, TROY proceeded to say: T desire
first to refer to the gross breach of par-
liamentary lnlvalege committed by the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Bddy) i
connection with the notice which he gn\'e
at the lust sitting of this House. The
notice libelled a newspaper in this State,
and also conveved an insinuation against
the character of hon. members of this
Chamber. 1 refer to this aspect of the
matler particularly because the hon.
member made these inginuations under
the privilege and protection of the House.
Insinuations und statements have beeu
made by newspapers, and statemenis
havebeen made by members of this House;
but I must give them the credit of having
made the statements not under the pro-
tection of the House, but io the
knowledge that they were liable to
prosecntion for having made them. The
member for Coolgardie, I regret to say,
has made his statements and asked his
questions under the cloak of the privileges
of the House; and I say here that to cast
aspersions on the character of any hon.
member is a gross breach of political
privilege. A newspwper has beeu grossle
Libelled by statements made in this
House and by the Press. Since the
Morning Herald and the West Australian
as well as other newspapers have taken
the responsibility of their statements, for
which statements they will bhe called to
answer, one mnust give them credit to
thut extent. As to the statements made
by certain gentlemen in Geraldton, Mr.
Darling, Mr. Pope, and Mr. Elliot, these
also have DLeen made courageously and
without any appeal for protection, so that
these gentlemen must be given credit
accordingly. 1 have no doubt they will
be called on to prove the statements they
have made. The member for Coolgardie
gave notice it the last sitting of certain
questions, which were as follow:—-

1, Whether the atiention of the Attorney
General has been called to a report in the
Morning Herald of the 22nd inst. referring to
the Geraldton election, which reads as
follows—* An extravrdinary aspect was given
to the proceedinge by the issue of au extra
from the EKzpress office, stating that the Black
Range and Chapman Railway had been
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shelved "—such being the head-lines to a
telegram from Perth purporting to bhc an
extract from the Treasurer’s speech in moving
the second reading of the Loan Bill. 2,
Whether on the asswnption that this publica-
tion was malicious and untrue and designed
to injuriously afect the chances of one of the
candidates in the election then proceeding, the
Attorney General will cause inguiries to be
made as to the parties responsible thevefor.
3, Whether such publication is an electoral
offence. 4, If so, whether proceedings will be
taken against the guilty parties.

It is all very well to ask such questions
in this House under cover of privilege,
but nevertheless they constitute a gross
insinuation.

Mr. Honman: The niémber for Cool-
gardie was put up to it by a Minister.

Mr. TROY: There is no doubt the
hou. member was put up fo it, and I
have no doubt his eleciors will deal
with him as the electors lately dealt with
a gentleman who also did as he was told
on many cccasions. Now the wire which
came from Geraldton to the Attorney
General was in regard to analleged bogus
telegram. The senders of the telegram
were Messrs. R. Darling, E. Pope, and
R. Elliot, and their message reads :—

(reat indignation caused by publication of

bogus telegram re Loan Bill duiing election,
which affected many votes. Is not that sufii-
ctent $o upsct clection ?
Those gentlemen had the courage to ex-
press their opinions, and they will bear
the responsibility.
the Attorney General has given the advice
asked for; bul one cannot help remark-
ing on the childishness of people in
appealing to the Attorney-Geueral, a
gentleman who represents the whole of
the people of this State, for an opinion
on a question of this character. Why
did they not go to another legal man, to
a person independent of Ministerial
duties?

Tre MixtsTer For Worgs: Because
the Attorney General is the head of the
Electorsl Departiment.

Mr. TROY : Certainly be is, but unless
the election was conducted nnproperly he
could not upset it. They should have
appealed to some other legal adviser, and
I say the Attorney General bas no right
fo give an opinion on a matter of this
kind. I do wot know whether he has
given an opinion ; but if he has done so,
I hope some member will table a motion
demanding that whatever opinion was
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given shoull be laid on the table of this
House.

Memser: [t would be pretty hard to
yet the opinion.

Mz. TROY : I shall deul now with the
Attorney Geperal’s statement, a state-
ment which I hold could not have been
made without due consideration, hecause
the Attorney General is not a gentlemaan
who suys things impnlsively, or who is
in the habit of making hasty remarks.
The Attorney General is repovted as ful-
lows in the West Australian :—

Speaking to a representative of the West
Australion on Saturday, Mr. Keenan said that
he was cansing inquiries to be made into the
cireumstances of what appeared to be a most
disereditable incident. “I have sent to
Geraldton,” Mr. Keenan said, “ for a copy of
the puhlication containing the alleged veport
of the Colonial Treasurer’s speech. From
what [ean see at present, the whole affair
seems to have heen carefully prearranged.
The telegram, and what purported to be a
report of the speech of the Colonial Treasurer,
were circulated only when it was impossible
to reply to them. As I said, I am having in-
quiries made, and if 1 can find out who were
responsible for these false telegramns they shall
certainly be prosecuted.”

I regret thut the Attorney Greneral has
been guilty of making such a statement.
Oune would huve thought that, profiting
by the experience of the Minister for
Mines, who made similar statements to
the Press against Warden Hicks three or
four years aygro, he would have refrained
from observations of that character. No

. doubt the Attoruey Genersl will have to

bear the responsibality of his statements
hecause I know that action is to be taken
in that divection. He stated :-—

The telegram, and what purported to be a
report of the speech of the Colonial Treasurer,
were circulated only when it was impossible to
reply to them.

That statement is absolutely untrue;
and the statement that on the very
morning of polling day there were circu-
lated in Geraldton telegrams parporting
to come from Perth and stating that the
Chapman and Black Range ralways had
been shelved, was alse untrue, because at
no time during the morning was such a
statement circulated, amd people who said
it was circulated must have been in a
hysterical state of mind, and upset by
the very severe setback they received at
that election. No doubt thev thought
they had discovered something, thought
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something was amiss, and that illegal
practices had been resorted to in order to
win the election. Those people were
grossly misled, and T regret that they did
not tuke dne care before making those
sensational remarks in the newspapers
and in this House. What was the true
position of affairs at Geraldton? We
bave heard many statements, and the
public have been led to believe that
illegal and corrupt practivces were re-
sorted to by the member for Guildford
{Mr. Johnson), in order to win the elec-
tion for the TLaubour party. T wish to
deny that statement, because the mem-
ber for Quildford had nothing to do with
the statement that appeared in the
“extraordinary”  published by the
Geraldion Express; and T sav again, the
Geraldion Ezpress will be able easily to
defend the action it took on that occasion.
The telegram to the Geraldion Ewpress
came in the afternoon. No rumour was
circulated in the morning. I bave
heard it said that in coming down in
the train the other day a wmember
of this Chamber said the telegram
was senl by the Teader of the
Opposition (Mr. Bath). If the member
who made that statement is in this
Chamber, he will know to whom ILam
referring. T wish to say that no tele-
gram such us appeared 1o the Geraldion
EBzpress was sent to Geraldton by any
member of this House.

Mr. Houmax: The telegram was
absolutely true, anyhow.
Me. TROY: The telegram was a

summary of u speech made by the
Treasurer on the Tuesday night pre-
ceding the Geraldion election. T have
here a copy of the West Australian for
the following day; and reading the
report of the specch in that paper, one
can easily understand why the Perth
representative of the Geraldion Frpress
forwarded the telegram in question. The
West Awustralion reports the Treasurer
as sayibg—

The Government hoped they would be able
to get the sanction of Parliament to the con-

struction during the nextb 12 months of five or
six of the railways that were projected.

Aund again—

He might say that the Government intended
to intreduce immediately a Bill for the exten-
gion of the Greenhills line to Quairiding, and
also fo ask Parliament to sanction the con-
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struction of a railway from Ravensthorpe to
Hopetoun.  The Donnybrook to Preston line
would also be another measure; then there
were the first section of the line from Cool-
gardie to Norseman and the Wagin-Wickepin
line, in addition to the Bill before the House
to complete the railway between Armadale
and Jandakot. All these works the Govern-
ment hoped would he pushed forward, and
with the sanciion of the House he trusted
that if time permitted other Railway Bills
enumerated in the Loan measure would be
introduced.

“If time permitted”—so for the time
those railwuys were shelved.
THE Treasurer: No.

construction.

Mr. TROY: It is not my construction
at all.  The report continues—

T'his session there should be a Bill passed

for the comstruction of a railway from Port
Hedland to Marble Bar.
I will take the statement which appeared
in the Geraldton Eopress, and which has
given rise to this discussion and all these
wild and hysterical vapourings. 1t is as
follows : —

That is vour

In the Assembly——

Tue Treasvrer: Read the head-line.

Mr. TROY : The newspaper had vvery
justification for putting whatever head-
line it liked, Every paper puts its own
head-lines to its telegrams, and probably
the newspuper would not have written
this head-line withont justification. The
telegram states :—

In the Assembly the Colonial Treasurer
(Mr. Frank Wilson) moved the second read-
ing of the Loan Bill. He said the Govern-
ment proposed that railways be first under-
taken, and six Bills be introduced, namely
Greenhills line to Quairiding, Havensthorpe to
Hopetoun, Donnybrook to Preston, Coolgardie
to Norseman, Narvogin to Wickepin, and the
completion of the Armadale-Jandakot line.
All these works the Government hoped would
be pushed forwnrd. He hoped that the Bill
wonld he pussed during the present session.
The railway from Port Hedland to Marble
Bar, on the permanent survey being com-
pleted, construction should be commenced.
He asked authority tor the Fremantle dock, a
work of preat magnitude which it was pro-
posed should be carried out by the Govern-
ment, and not by the Harbour Trust. Fro-
vision was also wade for a metropolitan water
aupply and sewerage, also a snm for the horing
for waterin the North-West and at Kimherley.
The flotation of the loan wonld be spread over
about two years.

I saw the original telegramm which camne
to the Geraldton Ezpress, and the extract
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[ bave just read from that paper is an

3xact copy of the telegram. And when
we consider the remarks of the Attorney
General to the effect that this bhogus
telegram, as be called it, was prearranged,
the House will understand how extra-
srdinary and how dangerous was the
Minister’s statement.

Tae TrREASURER : From whom was the
elegram you say you saw ¥

Me. TROY : The telegram was one of
v budget of telegrams received from the
Perth representative of the Geraldion
Fxpress; and it was not, as members
yppusite thought, sent by any member of
his House, or by any wmemwber of a
solitical party. The Geraldton Erpress
itated the line had been shelved. 'What
s the meaning of “shelve” ¥ Tt means
0 put off or negleet, as to shelve a
juestion or a claim. To shelve means
0 put off ; and this railway has been put
Mt for a time, anyhow {till after this
iession. .

TeEE ATTORNEY GENERAL: What is a
* piecrust promise " ¥

Mr. TROY : * Shelve” means to put
f, to put aside for the time being ; and
. find this telegram mnot only in the
Feraldton Eepress, but in the Murchison
Pimes, The latter paper does not use
he word “shelved,” but says “ the Black
lange railway omitted.” The Geraldion
Rapreas says * the Black RBange and the
Shapman railways are shelved for the
ime being.” MHad not the newspaper a
ustification for that statement ¥ Andis
here any justification for reflecting on
he characters of members of this Cham-
er, and grossly libelling that news-
waper ¥ There is not any ; aud 1 hope the
nembers who made those remarks were
‘hafing under their defeat at Geraldton,
.nd madethem without due consideration.
- wish, in conclusion, Lo say that the
lection was never fought on these rail-
vay questions; that the question of the
ailways did not enter into the campaign,
weause both parties were in agreement
8 to the construction of the railways;
ad if some hon. gentlemen who visited
teruldton endeavoured to influence the
lectors of that place by promising the
onstruction of such railways, Mr. John-
on and T did not, because we hold that
he Black Range and the Chapman rail-
vays are justifiable, and we never raised
hat question at the election.
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again, in spite of all our opponents may
urge, the publication of that telegram in
Geraldton did not influence one vote.

Mz. Eppy: What rot !

Mk TROY: Who said, what rot? T
was in Geraldton, and T know better. T
koow that the publication of the telegram
did not influence ope vote, because as
soon as it caine out our opponents said it
was merely an election trick, an election
dodge.

Me. Eppy: A dirty one, too.

Me. TROY : The hon. memher ought
to be a good judge, when he makes that
statement vuder privilege, throwing a
reflection on the characters of members.

Mr. HoLmax: He played the game
himself.

Me. Fourkes: You admit that the
people of Geraldton thought it was an
election dodge.

Me. TROY : It has also been said that
the statement contained in the telegram
was taken out to the furiners, and that
the farmers then withheld their support
from Mr. Carson. I was in the country
when the statement got out.

Thue Minister For Works ; How did
it get ont?

Me. TROY: I was accused of taking
out that statement; aund I give the
aceusation an emphatic denial.

Tue MivisTer For Works: T do not
say vou took it out, but how did it
ra ¥

Mer. TROY: Neither T nor anyone
who accompunied me to the country
took out ihe statement. The statement

. was sent out, and 1 had no cognisance of

I say | was lrue or untrue.

of its being sent out until at Crowder
station I was called for and the statement
handed to we; and this happened late in
the afternvon, when there were ooly
about two votes to poll, and at that polling
place the statement caused no concern,
nor did any person attach undue
importance to it. When I returned to
Graraldten that afternvon I found that
immediately afterwards a wire had been
sent to the Minister for Mines, who had
promptly denied the truth of the wire
sent for publication to the Geraldion
Eaepress. 1T wish to say that so far as
Mr. Jobuson, so far as I, and every other
person connected with the Geraldton
elaction on the Labour side are concerned,
we did not know whether the statement
We cuncluded that
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railway had been shelved.
the subeditor of the Geraldion Express
was looking for me, and so soom as I
hearrl the statement I wired promptly to
Mr. Bath, because I was of opinion that
the Loan Bill had been amended. That
opmion was not correct.

Tue TrREASURBR: That shows
effect of the telegram.

Mxr. TROY : I thought the Loan Bill
had been amended. The telegram had
weight so far as I was concernad, be-
canse the Black Range rail.vay is to he
in my district. 1 wired to Mr. Bath as
follows :—

Understood here Black Range and Chapman
railways shelved. Very essential yon shoald
keep discussion on Loan Bill geing until my
veturn to Perth on Thursday night.

Aud believing that the telegram was
absolutely correct, as it is. T appeared
here on Thursday night.

Tae TrEASURER : What was the reply
to your wire to Mr. Bath ?

Me. TROY: 1 did not get a reply.
My wire was not *“urgent,” as the
Minister’s was; and therefore Mr. Bath
did not veceive the wire till very late in
the afternoon.

the

Mr. WarLker: It did not need a
reply.

Tur Treasurer: Did he got the
telegran ?

Mz. Baru: I did.

Tue TreastreR :  Yon did not reply.

Mz, Bati: Tt did not call for a reply.
He asked me to keep the dehate going,

Tue TrREASURER : You did not keep
the debate going.

Mr. TRUOY : Thsre was no necessity.
T hold thai the railway has been shelved,
and there is more justification for con-
structing the Black Range railway than
for constructing the Norseman railway
and those southern railways mentioned
in the Treasurer’s speech on the TLoan
Bill.

Tae Mivister Fok Mings: Onerail-
way route has been completely surveyed,
and the other has not.

M=r. TROY: Has the Ravensthorpe
railway route heen completely sarveyed 7

Tue MinisTek FOR MiNgs: No.

Me. TROY: Have the agricultural
railway routes heen completely surveyed ?

The Black Range railway is the most -

justifiable railway project in the TLoan

Bill.

Although ooly three years old, the |
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district produces a thousand ources per
month wore than the whole of ihe
Dundus goldfield, and yet we find the
Black Rabge line put aside in favour
of rmailways in the southern portion
of the State. I hope members on the
other side who make such a mouth-
ful of this so-called bogus telegram
will be heartily ashwined of their state-
ments, aud they will be if they have any
manliness. And I have again to give
credit to the Attornev General, who made
his statement at least openly, and he will
of course bear the responsibility for it;
and I have again to give credit for the
statements published in the Morning
Herald, the West Australian, and the
Kalgoorlie Miner. Those newspapers
will also bear the respoosibility for the
statom-nts they have wade regarding the
alleyed  bogus  telegram.  And those
three gentlemen who sent a wire from
Geraldton have also had the courage
of their opinions, stating openly that
the wire was hogos; und they also
will undoubtedly bear the responsibility.
I have already proved that so far as we
were concerned we had nothing to do
with the telegram, and I have shown
there was justification for it. I have
shown too that the Murchison news-
paper printed the same telegram; but it
did not use the word * shelved "—it used
a worse word, “ omitted.” Had the
Murchison Times circulated that tele.
gram in Geraldton on clection day, what
wonld hon. members opposite have said ?
They would have suid it was an election
dodge. Bearing in miod the promise
made to the Geraldton electors by the
Minister for Mines on the occasion of his
last visit, a promise to which 1 take no
exception

Tee MisisTEr
promise ?

Mr. TROY : The promise of the Black

ror Mines: What

" Range railway.

Tue Mrvmster: I did not promise
that before the Loan Bill was brought in,

M=r. TROY: Bearing in mind that
promise—and it was a perfectly justi-
fiable prowise, which I give him every
eredit for—the Geraldton Fepress was
quite ju .tified in saying that the railway
was shelved for the time being.

Tne MivisTER FOR WORKS:
not. suy * for the fime being.”

It did
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Mgr. TROY: It said *“shelved,” and
shelved meuns put off.  The Murchison
Times went stronger, and said the rail-
way had been “omitted;” and if the
Muyrchison Times bad circulated in
Geraldton on election day, our hysterical
friends opposite would have suid that the
paper hud published that telegram in
ovider to unduly influencethe e ection. T
bope those members who huve made use
of these statements will have (he honesty
and courage to withdraw the insinnations
they bave made against members on this
gide of the Chamber and the libel they
have cast on that newspaper.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member who has just spoken com-
plains first of all that the questions
appearing on the Notico Vaper to be
asked by the member for Coolgardie,
which [ woulil have answered in the
conrse of to-day’s proceedings but for this
interruption, constitute a breach of the
privileges of this House; a phrase we
are constantly hearing from members
opposite whenever anything which does
not accord with their views happens to
take place in the universe.

Me. Jounson: Simply bhecause yvou
have created so many breaches.

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
then he proceeded to read the questions,
and with a peculiarity all his own he
lett out the very first of the lot, and pro-
veeded as if the first had been eliminated
fromn the four questions which it will be
my duty to answer. The member for
Coolgardie is to ask in the first place
whether my attention had been called to
a report in the Merniny Herald of the
22nd of this month referring to the
Geraldton election, which reads as
follows :—

An extraordinary aspect was given to the
proceedings by the issue of nn extra from
the Express office, stating that the Black
Range and Chapman Kailway had been
shelved ; such being the head-lines to a tele-
rram from Perth purporting te be an extract
from the Treasurer’s speech in moving the
second reading of the Loan Bill.

He then read, what is correct, that the
hon. member had given notice to ask
whether, vn the assumption that this
publication was mualicious and unirue
wd designed to injuriously affect the
shances of one of the candidates in the
slection then proceeding, I would make
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inquiries as to’ the parties respousible
therefor; and whether such publication
is an electoral offence. ’

Mg, Hormaw: You ought to have
referred that to Learmonth.

Tup ATTORNEY GENERAL: As
a matter of Ffaet, the publication in the
Morning Herald id take place in the
words referred to by the member for Cool-
gardie ; and farthermore assuming -
and the assumption is not a violent
one—that the poblication was designed
to injuriously affect the chances of
one candidate and was published with-
out any regard to its accuracy or
to any influence it might have on the
vleetion—because these things do neot
happen by accident, there is sowebody
who moves the springs —then he wanted to
know whether it was an electoral offence.
It would he of considerable interest for
members to know at what hour on elec-
tion day the publication was made.
Where such publication is clearly, on
the face of ir, designed to injuriously
affect the chance of one of the candidates
for election, where it. can be shown that
the publication was mude with reckless-
uess, and withovt any regard to its accu-
racy or truth, but solely for the purpose
of injuring one of the candidates, it is a
question whether if that is not an electoral
offence, it should not be provided for in
our future laws.

Mr. WaLker: Do vou believe it is an
offence ¥

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
the hon. member will wait, he will hear
what T do believe it is. I am now point-
ing out what are the guestions which the
member for Coolgardie bad intended
to ask to-day. Lastly, he was to ask
whether proceedings are to be takeu
against the parties responsible. I have
no hesitation in saying that every one of
those questions is perfectly legitimate.
They call attention to & report in a
Perth newspaper which set out ver-
batim that an extraordivary aspect had
been given to the Geraldton election hy
the issne of an “extra,” and asked
farthermore if thal constituted an elec-
toral offence, and if so whether proceed-
ings were to be tuken ugainst those
responsible for it.  And T sav it was the
duty of any mewmber of the House who
suw that report to bring it under my
notice, and ask me to inquire into it.
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M=r. Borton: Who formulated the
questions ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: As
to formulating the questions, that task
is not beyoud the capacity of even the
hon. member. The hon. member may, if
he exercises his intellect, arrive at the
same height. Now I come to the phase
of the question that is the most promi-
nent here to-day, that is the supreme
audacity of hon. members opposite in
bringing this matter before the House.
(Opposition laughter.) Here they are
on their defence for an action that I
venture to say every person dissociated
from party on both sides will regard as
discreditable,

Mr. Jorxson: To whom ¥

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: And,
instead of adopting an apologetic tone,
they get up and try to bluft the House
and the country hy persuading therm-
selves that they are the injured party.
What are the facts ¥ On the day of
election in Geraldton, a certain news-
paper which had been violently, strongly
supporting one of the candidares—and I
am oot questioning its right to support
any candidate it chooses—Dbrought ount
what it is pleased to call a special edition.
A special edition, as members koow,
comes out only for some special reason;
it is not an everyday occurrence; it
comes ount for some special ohject.
What was the special purpose in this
instance ? I venture to say this was the
only special edition issued on that
day by any newspaper published in
Western Australia — the only special
edition consisting entirely of that—
[holding up a printed slip]—a mere
“dodger.” Let hon. members ask them-
selves, what was the object of incorring
the expense to produce this special edi-
tion, going out of the ordinary routine of
newspuper publication ¥  The object un-
doubtedly wus to assist one candidate in
the electiou proceeding on that day. The
hon, member has not told us, and it
would be interesting to know, at what
Lhour of the day this thing was published,
scattered around, so that when it eame to

other candidate or of that candidite him-
self it might be too late for contradiction.
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possible or almost impossible for any
contradiction to reach those amongst
whom it was being circulated. Now

. turning to the matter which was pub-

lighed, and looking at the headings, we
see here " Piecrust Prowises.”  The
ordinary meaning of a “ piecrust pro-
mise” is a promise made to be 1me-
diately broken and cast aside. And these
‘“ piecrust promises” are the Black
Range Railway and the Chapman Rail-
way. Another heading asks *“ What has
Carson done?™ Ts it not perfectly ap-
parent to any person who wants to read
with the oljeet of obtaining a mneaning
from it, that the meaning was that any
promises made were false prowises, and
that Mr. Carson, who was ready to wake
promises that would vot be carried out,
was doing something discreditable and
should be thrown out¥ This special
edition on election day was simply a
political dodger, sent out for the purpose
of prostituting the electors by getting
from them votes ou « false representation
of fuct. And I have no hesitation in
sa¥ing that every person who was identi-
fied in the least degree with that special
edition became guilty of a discreditable
political trick; and if any member op-
posite or anyone who was there was asso-
ciated with it-——

MEe. Borron: We said we were not,
but you would not accept our statement.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
remember it is only in their own mouths
that they have so far been associated with
it, because the member for Coolgardie
does not ask whether the member for Mt.
Maguet or other members who have
spoken—

[Beveral interjections. ]

Mr. SPEAKER: Orvder! Order!

Tae ATTORNEY GENKRAL: We
have it alone From their own mouths that
they were associated with this discredit-
But let us inquire
farther. 1t has been said by the member
for Mt. Magnet that this is a matter of no
importance. If s0, how comes it that the
member himself attached so much im-

© portance toit us to telograph to his leader
the knowledge of those inferested in the L

As far as my knowledge goes, it was pub-

lished sufficiently late in the day, 2
o’clock in the afternoon, to make it im-

in Parlivment, inquiring whether the
printed statement was true and to know
all aboutit? If, as he says, it is & matter
of no importance, that action alone would
controvert the statement. And besides
we know that mounted men were at hand
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to scatter these “extras”
throughount the constituency.
Mr. Trov:
lutely untrue.
Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am

(27 Nuveuser, 1906.)]

That statement is abso- -

informed, on authority I have no reason .

to doubt—-—-

Me. Troy : You may doubt it, because -

it is not true.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
there were mounted men ready to scatter
this discreditable “*dodger” throughout
the district.

Me. Troy: That is absolutely untroe.

Tae MivisTer ror Mings: How do
you know it is untrue?

Tueg ATTORNEY GENERAL: How
does the hon. member know*® He told

us in his speech that he was in the
country on that day a.d ooly became
aware of it in the ufternoon. How did
it reach him ? By word of mouth or by
telegram 7 [A puuse.] The hon mem-
ber will not give the information. I ask
for information and cannot get it—why ?
Because the hon. member knows it wounld
not guit him to give it. I have no hesita-
tion in saying it is clear on the face of it
that so far as the cirenlation is eon-
cerned, there was every evidence of pre-
arrangemen. ‘Those men with horses—-
if my information is correct—wonld not
bave been found on the spur of the
moment; they would have to be arranged
for Leforchand, and would be arranged
for Leforehand, why ¥  Because it was
hoped by weans of this wretched political
dodge to win the election, and these were
all parties to carrying out the scheme.

Me. Troy: You are geiting hysterical
now.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let
me tell the hon. member that the only
exhibition of hysterical bebhaviour is that
when mnembers come back and find that
in a distant way a reflection has been
cast upon them, they rise and yell in
wild unger; aund, strange to say, they
themselves for the first time associated
themselves with these particular acts.

Me. Bovrow: Only une has risen as

ek.
d Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
bhave no doubt the hon. wember will rise
as often in the future as he has in the
past, and will
particularly as when certain charges were
made against railway officials. However,

Urgeney Motion. 3005

broadeast ' leaving the misdeeds of the hon. member

and getting back to the subject matler,
it is said by the member who brings this
matter to the notice of the House that
the telegram had oo ¢ffect on the voting.
I have pointed out the effect it had on
himself; and farther, dves he suppose
these newspaper people to be such great

. asses thut they weni to the expense and

trouble of this special edition, making
special arrangements for its circulation,
unless they were fully sutisfied it would

* huve the effect they duesired ?

Mg, Warker: Who were *they " ?

Tar ATTORNEY GENERATL: If the
hon. member had waited until T answerad
the question to-day, he would have krown
who, in my opinion, are the parties re-
sponsible. I have nothing farther to say,
except that both sides of the House
ghould join in repudiating o practice of
this character. It mav come howe to
other members one day. A circulation of
this kind pever happered in this State
hefore. [Orpostrion Memners: Oh!] I

' challenge hon. members opposite to give

be as often wrong, -

a single instanee in any part of Australia
where uny newspaper has issued a special
edition in the middle of the day contain-
ing nothing but an absolutely false stata.
ment of fact for the purpose of misleading
electors,

Mg. HoLmax: It happened in the elec.
tien at Cue,  There was u publication the
night hefore the election.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
asked for an instance, not in the history
of Western Australia alone but in the
history of the whole of Australia, a single
instance where a newspaper was published
at 2 o'clock on the day of election, while
polling was going on, containing an
absolute perversion of fuct, publishing
that perversion of fact for the purpose of
misleading electors.

Mg, Troy: Whatabout the Fremantle
election? What about the * dodgers™
there,

Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL: In-
stead of having the gnestion raised as we
have had it here to-day, hon. members
opposite, if they hud any regurd for their
dignity, would have joined with other
members in this House in repudiating an
action of this kind, and entirely dissociat-
ing themselves from it.
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Mg. T. BATH (Brown Hill): During
the course of the present sessiou hon.
members have been at some loss to
understand what peculiar fitness there is
in the Attorney General for the position
he holds.

Tt ATTOoRNEY GENERAL: Induolce
in pergsonalities! That is the only snit-
able reply.

Mr. BATH: The speech of the
Attorney General this afternoon will
show that he is eminenily fitted for two
vecupations in life, either that of a high
tragedian or that of a serio-comic. We
have had on several occasions here state-
ments impugning the administration of
the members of the present Goveenment,;
and the onlv reply which we have had
from those gentleman has been in the
shape of an exhibition of heroics, eharac-
terised by an absolute disregard of the
question at issue, and by this high-
tragedy tone the Attornev General has
assumed this afternocon. So far as the
present discussion is concerned, T may
say that if it has been stated, us the
member for Mount Maguet (Mr. Troy)
gaid, that the wire giving a summary of
the Colonial Treasurer's loan proposals,
was sent to Geraldton, was not sent
by me, it is not correct; but I
wish to say also that in view of
the promises which were made, frst
by Mr. Carson before the Loan Bill
had even been submitted to members
of this House, before it was even iIn
their possession, and before they knew
what loan proposals were to be sub-
niitted in this Chamber, repeated by the
Minister for Mines and his colleague the
Minister for Works

Tur MinisTer For Works: After the
Loan Bill.

Me. BATH: Statements concerning
the construction of the Black Ranyge
and Chaproan railways, for the purpese
of influencing the electors of Geraldton
to vote for the Goverument candidate. I
say that after the Colonial Treasurer
delivered that speech from which those
railways were omitted, T shoold have
been perfectly justified on the evening of
the day on which he delivered the speech
in sending o wire to Mr. Johnson and
Mr. Troy, pointing ont what were the
Government’s promises and what ‘were
the Government’s performances. [Opro-
sttron MemmeRs: Hear, hear.] But I

[ASSEMBLY.]

Urgen cy Motion.

was aware of the fact that both the nrem-
ber for Guildford (Mr. Johuson) and the
member for Mount Magnet (Mr. Troy)

- were not fighting the Geraldton election

on the question of constructing either of
those railways, and thevefore 1 did not
deem it necessary to attempt to influence
the election by pointing out the fact that
the Government had fuiled to embody in
their proposals promises made by their
representatives and by their candidate to
the electors of Geraldton in order to in-
fluence their votes, .

Tre MinisTer For Works: Do you
mind reading out any promises ?

Mr. BATH: The Attorney General
also states that members on this side bave
acensed themselves, Now the member for
Monnt Magnet (Mr. Troy) is the only
member who has spoken ou this side.
L must, however, refer the Attorney
Greneral to the statement of the Minister
for Mines in reply to a guestion asked in
this House. The hon. gentleman said

" that a telegram had been circulated by

the member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson).
That is absolutely untrue, and that is the
source ——

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: On
a point of order, I desire that the hon.
member will withdvaw that statement. In

" answer to u question asked me in connec-

i tion with the stalements made at Gerald-

ton I spoke as follows, if T may be allowed
to quote Hansard (—

I may state that I was not foolish enough
to insult the intelligence and independence
of my audience by making any such statement
which could bear any such comstruction. I
said, however, when dealing with the yuestion
of decentralisation, “ It would he entirely the
fault of the Geraldton traders if they conld not
control the trade of the Murchison Goldfields.”
I may add that I have just received the fol-
lowing telegram :—

Johnson showing telegram that Chapman-
Black Range Railways shelved. Wire if cor-
rect.—Guardian,

1 must say I cannot believe anything so dis-
honourable has heen circulated in that dis-
trict.

Thit wus on the afternoon of that day.
Mr. BATH: Yes; but the hon. memn-
ber made here the statement that the
member for Guildford was circulating a
telegram. He made a statenent alto-
gether apart from the reply to the ques-
tion he was asked, a question which wus
on an altogether different subject; and 1
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take it the Minister, when dragging in
this statement in replying to & question,
had a desire to impute that statement to
the member for Guildford.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the Minister
for Mines take exception to the lhon.
member’'s stutenent ?

Tre MinisTEr For MiNes: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case the
hon. member must withdraw,

Mr. BATH: If the hon. member
denies the statement, I will withdraw.
In veply to u question on an altogether
different subject, he farther dragged in
the name of Mr. Johuson, the member

for Guildford, as being connected with |

the despateh of this wire which to-night’s
motion deals with. Tn regard to the
statement which appeared in the Gerald-
ton Eapress, 1 desire to say that the
head-lines are perfectiv justified by the
extract which was made from the Colonial
Treasurer's remarks, because the mewber
for Greenough (Mr. Stone) has been a
supporter of the present Government on
the strength of the proposed construction
of the railway up the Chupman Valley,

Tue ATToRNEY G(GENERAL: Do you
bring that accusation against him ?

Mr. BATH: I have only to add shat
after the Loan Bill the member for
Greenough was in doubt as to whether
he should vote with us on the land tax
proposats. He said so right out, in the
House. I am certain the mewber for
Greenough, if he were to express his true
sentiments. is ubsolutely dissatisfied with
the treatment which has been wmeted out
by the Government in regard to this pro-
posed railway to Chapwman.

Mgr. P. STONE (in explanalion}: T |
I do not see why 1 should |

am satisfied.
be brought into this discussion. I am
guite satisfied that it is the intention of

the Government to build this railway, and -

the other railways nentioved in the Loan
Bill. [Orpposirion MeEMBERS: When ?]
Anybody with common sense knows that

a loan of the magnitude proposed by the -

Government cannot be arranged straight
away, aud that ali those railways cannot
be eompleted immediately.
fied. however, thut within two vears the
proposals will be accomplished.  Tdo ot
wish to be brought into this matter at
all. T think it is a waste of rime dis-
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T am satis. .

Urgency Motion. 3097
cussing it. If anything is to be done, it
should be settled in the Supreme Court.

Me. BATH: I am glad to have the
| assuranee of 1the member for Greenough
! that he is perfectly satisfied with the
Govertment’s intentions in regard to
that vailway. T desire to point out the
heud-lines which appeur in the Murchisoun
T'imes, u puper publisbed absolutely out-
side the radius of the Geraldtun election.

THE MintsTer For Works: Wasita
special edition ?

Mxz. BATH: Never mind. The head-
lines are as follow:—“ Western Aus-
tralin: The Loun Estimates: New Rail-
way: Tines within a vear: Black Range
railway omitted.”  This paper says
“omitted.” * Shelving” means merely
tn put aside for a time, but here it is an
“omission”; and this is a paper pub-
lished apart altogether from the election
campaign, The position is this: a num-
i ber of these country papers have pre-
cisely the same correspondents in Perth;
very many of them luve their news sent
to them through the medium of the Perth
journals. The fact remains, however,
that & »ésums of the Colonial Treasurer’s
speech was sent to all these papers, and
on the strength of that they were per-
fectly justified in pointing out to the
electors of Geraldton how they had been
gulled by Ministers in regard to these
i twa proposals, and will always be gulled
su loug as elections are fought, not on
political issues. but on a question as to
whether if a Minister or a supporter of
the Government is returned electors will
have this railway or that work con-
structed. The Minister for Works, who
vught to subside on a question of this
kind, who ought te be absolutely un.
heard, in fact-ought to be somewhere in
i the Corridor, talks about the circulation
of literature oo election day. Again
and again we have pointed out to
| him the dodger which was circu-
' lated in Fremaotle on the day of
I the election. No chance of replving to
that! This Fremautle election dodger
deserves to be handed down to posterity
| as an example of what the present Min-
istry will do in order to win seats on the
“ Ask
vourself which can help the town hest, a
Minister of the Crown who has charge of
the Public Works Department "—[In-

r strength of promises of votes.
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terjections and laughter.] The hon. mem-
ber wants to know whether the Murchigon
Times issued a speeial edition. Ts not
this & special edition ?

TaE MinisTER FOR WoRrES: Why not
read the dodger to which that was an
answer; the dodger issued by my oppon-
ent ?

M=r. BATH: A supporter of the Gov-
ernment has the audacity to ask what is
csucus, after the experience of the present
Ministerial party during this session-—
election of an Agent General; election of
a Premier; edncation regulations; altera-
tion of the Land Tax Assessment Bill;
and then they ask, what is caucus? This
was issued on the dayv of the election.
No chance of replying to this.

Orrosrtion Memsers: Read the card.

Mr. BATH (veading from card):

BEAST FREMANTLE ELECTION,

Mz. HoLmes, who served you so well and
faithfully, having stated, when the petition
waa lodged by Mr. Angwin, “that he would
not conteat another election under the present
Eloctoral Act,” has, as he always has done,
stuck to his prineiples. You are, therefore,
asked to vote for

Meg. T. SwmirH,
The Ministerial Candidate.

To support Mr. SMITH means assisting the
Government, who have a Bill before Parlia-
ment giving power fo the Harhour Trust fo
build a dock at Fremantle, and thus give
prosperity to the electorate.

Mr. Smith is also pledged to support the
Government who have carried out their pro-
mise to Mr, Holmes to allow residential lease-
holders the right to acquire the VREEHOLD.
Contrast this with the action of the Govern-
ment of which Mr. Angwin was a member.

Authorised by T. Smith.

This was issued on the afternoon of that
election. A “dodger” is just as effec-
tive as the special edition of a newspaper,
but these dodgers are issued by the
candidates themselves. It wus u ques-
tion of enterprise on the part of the
newspaper as to whether they lssued a
special edition or not. We have heard a
good deal in the Attorvey General’s
gpeech aboul discreditable tactics, and T
presume the Attorney General has been
taking the advice of the member for
Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson), and has been
learning a lesson in unimpeachable
probity. As regards the Fremantle elec-
tion, however, why did he not take action
against the Minister for Works, his own

(ASSEMBLY.)
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colleague, for bribery and corruption ?
He had a wmagnificent opportunity of
vindicating the passion for purity on that
occasion ; also why did he not take action
against Mr. T. Smith, the Ministerial
candidate who issued a card of that
nature on the afternoon of the election ?

Oppostrion MEMBER: Because the
Government were supporting Smith.

Mr. BATH: This was a splendid
opportunity for an exhibition of the
Attorney General’s desire for purity of
elections. However, we find the vials of
hia wrath, his great desire for purity and
animpeachable probity, reserved here for
the gullery this afternoon. The Attorney
General is as good as his colleague the
Mipister for Works, when indulging in
heroics and altogether avoiding the
questions at issue.

Tae MinisTer FOR WORKS:
are you doing ?

M=z. BATH : I say that so far as this
question is concerned, the Attorney
Greneral has not & leg to staud on. These
things will recur so long as elections in
this State are fought on the question of
constructing public works, the expendi-
ture of public money, und so long as the
susceptibilities of Government supporters
are smoothed dewn by the construction
of such works. The question in election
campaigns should be a question of politi-
cal issues, and not a question of the
construction of this work or of that.
And so long as the Minister for Mines,
the Minister for Works, or any other
wmember of the present Government
makes the construction of public works
an election issue, disputes of this sort
will continue to crop up. I desire to suy
I had nothing to do with the publication
of that wire; but I repeat that I should
have been perfectly justified, after the
statement that appeared in the paper, in
wiring either to Mr. Johuson or to Mr.
Troy, if I thought they were making
that an issue at the recent election,
statement of the works to be constructled
by the Government. Now in regard to
piecrust promises, a (uestion on which
une cannot touch without impeaching
the Gavernment; theirs are all piecrust
promises—the Fremantle dock, the Black
Ravoge railway, the Chapman railway,
the promise to reduce salaries. The
Attorney General said he would support
no Cabinet unless they made the question

‘What
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of Constitutional reform.
the franchise qualification for the Upper
House, the first measure for discussion.
TaE ATrorNEY GENEraL: Is there
not a Bill before the House? The han.
member blocks it.
Mr. BATH: It is certainly not the
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reduction of | asked me a

first, itemn for discussion, though it may -

be the last; but I will not indulge in
prophecy. I desire te say in
gatd to the Geraldton election that
L fail to see the justification for
the talk about discreditable tacties;
and the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Kddy) ought to be the last to indulge in
statements of that kind, or to weave
thew iuto a ¢uestion to the Attotmey
General. The member for Coolgardie
ought to know something about the
methods emploved at his election; and
whoever indulges in such statements,
thut member ought to be the last to do
so. I say the attacks on the members
for Guildferd and M¢t. Mugnet were abso-
lutely unjustifiable, and if those respon-
gsible for the attacks have any ground of

Urgency Motion. 3099

question regarding the
Geraldton election. Mr. Carson had
made some statement to the «ffect that
he had no doubt it would he found when
the Loan Bill schedule came down the
Bluck Range railway wonld be included.
Mr. Buth asked the following question : —

s the statement made by Mr. Carson on the

" th November—thal the construction of a

re-

complaint, let them take action against -
 that Mr. Carsou's statement was correct ;

the newspaper which published the tele-
gram, and probably they will soon find,
unless they quickly take action themselves,
action will be taken agaiust them at no
distant date.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore,
who still showed signs of injuries from
a carriage accident, and was greeted with
general applauvse) said: I do not intend
to indulge m any “ heroics,” but I must
say I take strong exception to what the
Leader of the Opposition has stuted as to
the susceptibilities of Ministerial sup-
porters being smoothed down by the con-
struction of public works in their dis-
tricts. He bas only to cast bis eve over

the schedule of the Loan Bill submitted

the other might by the Treasurer, and
will see ihat of all the railway projects
submitted, something like 350 miles of
railway, costing between £600,000 and

£700,000, are to be built in constituencies

represented by Opposition wembers. 1

think the bon. member should at least °

give the Govermment credit for looking
at the whole question of railways con-
struction with a view to what is best in
the interests of the State, and not as to
what 15 best for any particular constitu-

railway from Mount Magnet to Black Range,
and the construction of the Chapman railway,
arebeing provided for on the Loan Estimates—
correct? 2, If so, is it customary to first
make the information public in counection
with an election contest, instead of through
the usunl channel of presentation to Parlia-
ment ?
The reply was: ~

These railways, together with the other
railway proposels mentioned in the poliey
speech, are now under consideration, and an
announcement will be made to the House in
the usual way when the Loan Bill is intro-
duced.
That reply was given so that it conld not
be said the Government had tried to
influence an clection.  Had we been try-
ing to make capital out of that railway
project, we should have simply replied

but in order that we should in no way
influence the contest which was taking
place, we framed the reply I have read.

Mg. Bata: Mr. Carson was using the
promise of the railway to inflnence the
election.

Tue MinisTER ror WoRKS:
indulging in prophecy.

Tue PREMIER: Possibly he made
the statement. As to the Chapman rail.
way, one of the reasons for not definitely
bringing in the project was the fact of
four different starting points being
suggested; and before a line can be
scheduled in a Loan Bil}, it is absolutely
necessary to be able not only to name the
starting puint but the terminal pointalso.
One proposal 18 to start off the North-
ampton line, another to start from a
point near Geraldton, another to start
from Mullewa, and another to start from
what is known as the Northern Guliy.
Whoever was responsible for the action
which forms the basis of this motion, T
think members must on reflection regret
that such action was taken. It is not an
action of which anyone can well be proud ;

He was

. and apparently up to date no one in this

Chamber will take the credit of being the

ency. The other day the hon. member | author of the publicatior brought out on
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the day of the Geraldton election.
tain statements were made on a previous
occasion in connection with an election ;
and some members will recollect that

during the contest for the I’ilbarta seat n -

wire was sent from Perth purporting to
come from the Leader of the Opposition,
reflecting very discreditably on the Min-
isteriul candidate, Mr. Hopkins. On
that occasion Mr. Troy afterwards stated
that he and not the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was rvesponsible for the wire. 1t is
eusy to circulate statements of this kind
on the eve or on the day of an election,
and very difficult to refute such state-
ments. But I have it on the very best
authority that this particular * dodger”
was circulated by men sent out for that
purpose from Geraldton, and T am pre-
pared to give the name of the gentleman
who has informed me in writing of that
occurrence. He is Mr. James Kidd, a
gentleman well known and respected
in Geraldton. I have that information
from him in a private letter, and he
remarks there is not the slightest doubt
that the effect of the wire altered the
resilt of the election. 1 can only say in
conclusion, T regret that Mr. Brown was
not elected under more favourable auspices
and T hope he will make as good & mem-
ber as the man whose place he takes.

Mr. W.T.EDDY (Coolgardie): Asthe
conduct of my election has been attacked,
I desire to reply to some of the remarks
of members opposite. I am quite satisfied,
considering what I have heard and what
T kunow, that I shall be acting fairly in
usking the question which I have placed
on the Notice Paper. Any common-sease
man who reads the head-lines in the extra
special edition of the Geraldton Frzpress
wust admit it is absolutely ridiculous to
assert thai, the head-lines and the telegram
were not directly intended to influence the
election. The member for Mount Magnet
(Mr. Troy) has attacked me and insinu-
ated that I have been making an attack
on the cbaracters of Opposition members.
I give that u direet deminl. 1 had no
intention of the kind. Aund as regards
the member who has been returned (Mr.
T. L. Brown), T am quite prepared to say
that the principals at elections do not
know half the trickery indulged in by
those who assist themw. The member for
Mount Magnet stated my attitude was de-
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Cer- | plorable. Inveply I tell him that I have

| mothing to deplore in the attitude I have
| assumed. He also told the House that
probably iny electors will deal with me
ag Mr. Carson has been dealt with. I
tell the hon. member that T wish my
| electors to deal with me. I would soouer
have them to deal with than the rag-tag
’ opinions of the member for Mount

Magnet,

Me. Trov: My opinion of you is not
vory favourable.

Mz. EDDY: I awm referring to the
gentleman who stated that my action was
deplorable. I submit there must be some
fear iu the minds of members who are
makiog so deplorable a fuss about this
affair. Tf not guilty, why such loud
cries of alarm? [ am really beginning
to think that after all the cap must fit
some of the members who have so much
to say. I do not care what members on
the other side may think. I say here,
and I believe the majority of the people
will thiok the same when the facts arc
made known, that this telegram was an
election trick thot lost Mr. Carson his
seat. If the member for Guildford (Mr.
Johnson), who has been mentioned, and
others, have had nothing to do with this
trickery, they sarely have wnothing to
fear from so legitimate a question as I
have tabled. I say there is no reason at
all, if we are fair and honourable, for
evading legitimate questions. The mem-
ber for Mount Magnet wishes to soap
over the action of the owner of the
Geraldton Eapress, a member of another
House. T consider there is only one fair
inference. Tt is jusl as well to say
what we think. I think he must have
been looking for a billet. Tt was stated
that the owner of the paper had nothing
to do with the telegram, and had no
wrongful intention. Well, what was the
object in publishing u special edition of
so extraordinary a nature? There is
only one reply. It was published with
the object of injuring Mr. Carson.
The member for Mount Magnet says
no importance was attached to the wire.
He may, perhaps, be truthful and sincere
in that statement, but anyhow it is
altogether against the facts, hecause we
' have it on the best authority that the
¢ scheme must have been thought out;
. that pickets were in readiness ut Gerald-
| ton, und the extras were scattered broad-
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cast throughout the electorate at u
eritical juncture on the day of election,
when there was we opportunity of re-
futing the statements in the telegram.

Mz. Warger: Do you really believe
that, ¥

Mr. EDDY: I do believe it; I am
sure of it.

Mr. Houman: He is judging by his
own tactics,

Mr. EDDY: Tn reply to the hon.
member's nasty interjection alout my
election, I say he is always throwing out
dirty interjections from his seat.

Mer. HoLaan: They are true.

Mr, EDDY: Yoa say they ave true;
hut fortunately vour word goes for very
little. Let the public judge of the rights
or wrongs of this cuse. As to this ufter-
noon’s performance, I think some mem-
bers opposite bave taken up cousiderable
time in a sort of ‘ dress rebeavsal;”
and when the Leadvr of the Opposition
speaks of the “gullers " perforinance on
the part of the Attorney General and
members on the Government side, he
should tuke it to himself for putting upa
very decent ** gallery " performance. The
member accuses the Attorney General of
“heroics.”  What has the member’s
attitude heen this afternoon? We have
had a long barangue of persopal abuse,
irrelevant to the direct question before
us. The Leader of the Opposition tells
us that these head-lines were perfectly
Justifiable.  The right.thinking people of
the State will take notice ol the remarks
of the Leader of the Opposition. and it
will be interesting to know whether his
statements are endorsed by the electors
of Western Australis ornot. The Leader
of the Opposition referred somewbat, sar-
castically to me and to my election,
saving 1 ought to have some knowledge
of elections. Certainly 1 have. 1 have
a knowledge of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition fighting at an election against we,
and I think really after all that was one
of the influences that helped we to win
the election. The hon. member who is
supposed to be a leader in politics took a
hand in a political meeting, and stavted
off by giving, or rather announcing to
give, u comic recitation * How McDowall
topped the poll.” Tet me tell members
that the intelligent electors sere not to
be insulted ; therefore the Leader of the
Opposition never got the recitation off
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his chest. If there is nothing to fear,
then wby this trouble and fuss and
flutter? But I say an extraordinary
aspect was brought about; and when I
ask whether on the assumption of the
publication——

Me. WaLger: Who told you to put
the question ?

Mr. Borrox: Premier No, 3.

Me. EDDY: My question was fair
and legitimate, and I leave it to members
of the House and the electors of the
coantry to say whether I am right in the
action I have taken.

Mx. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) : It
may be very refreshing Lo hear the mem-
Ler for Coolgardie explain his position in
this matter, but his position is apparent
to all. He has evidently been made the
catspaw by some Minister to place this
mutter hefore the Chamber.

Mg, Eppy: Who said so? T ask the
hon. member to withdraw that remark.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member must
nol cast any rveflection on another mem-
ber.

Mr. HOLMAN : If the hon. member
denies it, I withdraw.

Mgr. SPEAKER: The houn. wember
must withdraw it uncounditionally.

Mr. HOLMAN: I withdeaw it. It
comes very nice to hear the member for
Coolgirdie talking about.tactics at elec-
tions when we consider the tactics
aclopted at his own ¢lection # short time
ago. The tactics adopted were a disgrace
to the country, and the man who repre-
sents o seat in Parliament won by such
tactics as adopted then has nothing to be
thauktul for.

Mr. Eppy: What tactics?

Mr. HOLMAN : You know the tactics.
The hon. member has insulted the intelli-
gence of the House by briuging this
matter before it—I1 cannot say at the
hehest of someone else. It is insinnated
that we adopted dirty tactics in counec.
tion with the election. That bhas been
absolutely denied by every member inside
and outside the House. The hon. niem-
ber said if the cap fitted let members
wear it.  That wus a cowardly way of
making a charge which the hon. member
was afraid to make straightforwardly
inside or outside this House. It has been
denied on this side that any member had
anvthing to do with the sending of the
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telegram. To read the telegram itself
shows that it came from somecne in the
profession—one of the pressmen in the
State and no one elae. It is part of the
same report which was published in
the West Australion.

Mr. Eppy: Are the head-lines in the
telegram v

M=z. HOLMAN: They are not. Any
newspaper has a right to express its idea
by head-lines in the newspaper; and
when we read a newspaper we know
the head-lines are cmpty, the same as
the head-line of the hon. member for
Coolgardie. In connection with this
telegram, it was sent, I see, after the
promises made by the Minister for Works
aud the Minister for Mines, who made a
special trip to Geraldton.

Tue MinisTer For Worrs:
promises ¥

What

Mr. HOLMAN: The promnises about -

the Loan Bill.

Tae Mivistee ForR WORKS:
them out.

M=r. HOLMAN : I have not the state-
ments here, but there were statements
made by the Minister tor Works at
Geraldton in reference to the Loan Bill,
which show that the hon. member would
stop at nothing to try to win a seat.

Tre MinssTER FOR Worgs: The hon,
wember said * promises’: give me one
of the promises.

Mr. HOLMAN: Your specch was
nothing buot promises.  In connection
with the telegram, had I thought the
publication of the statement of the
Tregsurer wounld have affected the vesult
of the election, I would have sent u wire
through.

Tae ArrorNey GeENEraL: Although
false.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was absolutely
true,  The statement that was wired
through was absolutely true and was
published in both newspapers in Perth,
and this telegram was u copy from the
Perth newspapers. The telegram simply
says 1 —

Read

In the Assembly the Colonial 'Lreasurcr
{Mr. Frank Wilson) moved the second reasling
of the Loan Hill. He said the Government
pruoposed that railways be first undectaken.
el gix Bills be introduced, namely Green-
hills line to Quairiding, Ravensthorpe to
Hopetoun, Donnybrook to Preston, Coolgardie
to Norseman, Narrogin to Wickepin, and the
completion of the Armadale.Jandakot line.
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These were the words the Treasurer
spoke.

TrE ArToRNEY GENERAL: The whole
of the truth?

Mz. HOLMAN: The absolute truth,
and nothing but the truth.

Me. Ewine: What bas bappened to
the other line ?

Me. HOLMAN : It is like the Fre-
mantle dock. A loan was raised for the
construction of a dock at Fremantle ten
vears ago; but that dock is no neaver
completion now than it was at that time.
The Loan Bill, or a great part of it, con.
taing items which are to be dangled before
the eyes of the people simpiy to keep the
Gevernment in power by promises for the
Future, The Attorney General stated

. that this was not an accident. It
certainly was not, and the Attorney
(General said that somebody must have
moved the springs. 1f the action of the
pressmen in the gallery in sending a
telegramn to newspapers is moving the
springs, then it is all right.
Tae ArTorNEY GENERAL: The publi-
cation of the special headings.
Mr. HOLMAN: When I was fighting
an election m Cue 12 months ago the
" newspapers which were usually published
on a Saturday were brought out on
Thursday and given away to assist the
other side. This was an ** extraordinary "
as is usually brought out by country
newspapers when anything important has
taken place. I haveseen smaller matters
than this happen and special issues
brought out. but this is a matter that
affects Geraldton in a great degree, the
continuation of the line. I have seen
gcores of * specials ” seut out when a late
telegram has been received, so that people
can get hold of the rews at the earliest
possible moment, and it needs no extra
expense to publish such a pamphlet
becanse it is only a proof sheet.
The actual telegram appears in  the
newspaper that came outon the follow.
ing day. There were the same head-
lines, and everything else appears in the
paper that was published the next day.
There is nothing in that at all. We
have heard a lot said about this election.
but there has pever been a greater prosti-
tution of power than was shown in the
case of the Fremantle election and right
through. T will just read what occurred
. in the case of the Fremantle electivn,
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and then ask what action the Attorney
General took.  This is what took place.
Mr. Needham said :—

What had heen told the police?
that if Mr. Price
of the Police Force would receive 6d. a day
more pay and four hours off on Sunday, Now,
hée had never said Mr. Price had done that,
but he would tell them who did it. T was
asked last night if I could give the name of
the person. My answer is that 1he gentleman
is a prominent canvasser for Mr. Price, and
one of his mest enthusiastic supporters, and he
had appenled to every policeman in Fremantle,
and extended to him the promises to which 1
have veferred. ‘Chat gentlelwan™s name is
Mr. Beresford, a solicitor in this town.

Why,

Did the Attornev General take action
against that person? Greater prostitu-
tion and corruption never teok place than
offering palicemrn sixpence a day and to
knoek thew off four hours on Sunday.

Tuse MivisTcr For Worgs: So vou
believe it to be true?

M=zr. HOLMAN: The statement was
nimde on the public platform at Freman-
tle.

Tue MivisTer ror Worgs: You
were making all sorts of statements, and
vou were not pulled up for them.

Mr. HOLMAN: The statetnents are
true.

Mx. SPEAKER : I have allowed the
hon. member a greav deal of latitude
hecause his remarks had a slight bearing
on the question but he inust not proceed
farther with any remnarks except they
Lewr an the question at issue. The Fre-
mantle clection has nothing whatever to
do with the motion. I have allowed the
hon member to go a cerlain distance, but
T can ullow hin to go no farther.

Mr. HOLMAN: 'he statement was
tine.

AS TO LATITUDE IN DERATE.

Me. Sepeakier: The question of ur-
gency is the statements made o the
Morning Herald and the West dvstralian,
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Mr. HoLman: You allowed a discus-
sion ou the construction of the Ravens-

. thorpe railway.

was returned members |

. order.

as also the reported statement by the

Attorney General as published in ihe
Wert Anstralian of the 26th instant, and
in Parliament by the Minister for Mines
and the member for Coolgardie, relative
to the Geraldton election. The hon. mmem-
her's reference does not bear on that ques-
tion.

Me. Speaxer: I shall not allow the
member to proceed in that strain.

Me. Fovrges: I rise to o point of
The hon. member said that you
allowed a discussion oun the construe-
tion of the Ravensthorpe railway. I say
that there was no discussion, and I ask
the member to withdraw that statement.

Mr. SPEAEKER: The hon. member
is absulutely incorrect in saying that T
allowed any discussion upou that railway.
I bave allowed a good deal of latitude,
because it is a watter which perhaps
reflects on hon. members, and I have
endeavoured to consider hon. members’
feelings as far as [ can. If the hon.
member has stated that T allowed dis-
cussion on that railway, he must with.
draw unconditionally. )

Mg, HOLMAN: In accordance with
the forms of the House, I have to with-
draw ; but when Hansard appears I think
it will in all probability be found that the
railway was mentioned.

Mgr. SPEAKER: It way have heen
mentioned. The hon. member must know
from his long experience in this House
that it is iipossible to close hon. members’
wouths on every irrelevant point. It
way have been mentioned, but 1 did not
allow discussion on it, and therefore the
hon. member was bound to withdraw.
I have aceepted his withdrawal.

RESUMED.

Mr. HOLMAN : Dealing with the
question before the House, I much regret
that I am not allowed to bring forward
parallel cases to show what a big mouthful

made at Fremantle during the election ' !° made of this, while other instances bave

heen allowed 1n go by without notice
taken of them. I should have liked to cite
patallel cases of absolutely corrupt prac-
tices, in which the present Ministry have
taken no action.

Tue MinisTer ror Works: To whom
do you refer when you mention corrupt
practices ¥

Mg, WaLREER: Fremantle,

OrppostTion MEMBERS: Fremantle.

Mr. HOLMAN: 1 am not allowed to
mention to whom [ refer.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no desire to
curtail the hon. member's remarks, any

_ more than these of any other hon. mem-
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DLer, aud he knows that full well. The
hon, member would be perfectly in order

[ASSEMBLY ]

in drawing comparisons, but not in intro-

ducing matters foreign to the subject
before the House. T will give the hon.

mewmber all possible latitude, but 1 must -

call him to order when he is out of
order.

POINT OF ORDER.

Tue MinisTer FOR Works: In reply
to a question from me, the member for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker) said that when
the member for Murchison (Mr. Holman)
referred €o ““corrupt practices,” he was
referring to Fremantle.
to ask that that interjeclion be with-
drawn ?

Mr. Speaker: If the hon. member
says the statement is not true, it must be
withdrawn.

Tae Mivister ror Works: It s
untrue, and I therefore request, sir, that
you ask the hon. mewber to withdraw the
statement.

Mr. Speaker: If the member for
Kanowna has wmade a statement which
another hon. member savs is not correct,
then of conrse the statement must be
withdrawn,

Tae MintsrEr For WorEs: Does the
hon. member say I was guilty of corrupt
practices ab Fremantle 7

M=z, Wargree: | do not.

TeHE Mivisrer For Works: [ accept
that statemens.

Me. Warker: [ distinctly said these
things had occurred at Fremantle, cor-
rupt practices.

I'ae Mivisrer ror Works: Is the
hon. member allowed to make that stute-
ment ¥

OerosrrroNn Memsers: Certainly.

Mr. SpEsRkR (to the Minister for
Works) : I do not think the member Ffor
Kanowna has accused you. 1f he does
accuse you, certainly he must withdraw ;
but of course there are wmany fhings
occurring in elections at Fremantle und
elsewhere.

RESUMED.

Mr. HOLMAN: When T was called
to order, 1 was reading an extract from
a paper published in connection with the
Fremantle election, showing that an
attempt was made to bribe certain persans

- say I attempted to bribe ¥

Urgeney Motion.

with a view to securing their votes for
the present Minister for Works.

Toae Minisrer ror Works: Do you
say I attempted to bribe certain per-
sons ?

Mgr. HOLMAN: Yes; I was reading
a statement that was made.

Tae Minrster For Works: Due you
Be explicit;

© be a man.

Me. HOLMAN: 1 reud the statement
from the Press. As I cannot refer to
that matier, I shall deal as closely as T
can with the guestion before the House,

: namely the telegram published at Gevald-

Am 1 allowed :

ton. In counection with that telegram,
the facts are us follow. I should not for
a moment have hesitated ic send exactly
the same telegram myself to Geraldton,
and I should have considered myself per-
fectly justified. Farther, ] consider that
any person, presswan, private individual,
or menmher of Parlioment, would be per-
fectly justified in sending that telegram
to Geraldton on that Wednesduy after
the Treasurer's speech liad been delivered,
The telegram is true in every respect,
and those who have stated it to be a bogus
telegrain awre absolutely lving. We had
the Minister for Mines rising on Wednes-
day might to make certain statements
in regard to the member for Guildford
(Mr. Johnson), who was alleged to be
reading ecertain  bogus telegrams in
Geraldton.  That again is perfectly un-
true. There was no foundation whatso-
ever for the statemnent, and the statement
was made only with an intent to injure
the member for Guildford, hecause we
know the member for Guildford was in
Qeraldton at that time, in the sune way
as Ministers have fought to strengthen
their party in the House. We know the
statement made by the member for Cool-
gurdie to-day, that becanse the proprietor
of this newspaper, whe holds a seal in
another place, was a member of the iate
Government, and a more honest and
straightforward man than any wember of
the present Government —

POINT OF ORDER.

Mu. Speagier: That is a reflection.
The hoo. member must withdraw. That
ig a reflection on Ministers, and must be
withdrawn.

Mr. Houman: 1
and [—

must withdraw,
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Mgr. Fourges: I rise to a point of

order.

withdraw.” I take exception to the form

The hon. wember said “ I must |

of withdrawal, and [ insist that the hon. -

member withdraw unreservedly.

Mr. HoLmax: I withdraw, sir, un-
reservedly.

Me. Bara: The Minister for Works
was really responsible for this.

RESUMED,

Mr. HOLMAN : As for the statement
of the member for Coolgardie that Mr.
Drew was looking for & billet, I cousider
it disgraceful in the extreme. As I have
stated before, I can, or T could, produce
scores of the same special editions
published in little country towns of this
State when any matter of inportance is
up, and an important piece of informa-
tion is received on a day which is not
publication day.

Ministerran MemBER: Can you pro-
duce any extra-special editions ?

Mgr. HOLMAN: Yes; extra-special
editions published times without number,
Even in copnection with ordinary election
returns, if a country newspaper receives
a telegram giving election returns, that
telegrain is at once set in type and run
off on galley sheets, and scores of these
are distributed. When there are two
newspapers in a place like Geraldton, it
is only natural for a newspaper proprietor
with any enterprise at all to make an
important announcement at the wvery
earliest possible moment. [Tre MixrsTer
rFor Works interjected.]  Speaking for
the whole of the members on this side of
the House, I think the tongue of the Minis-
ter for Works wags u little bit too loosely.
[TeE MiNisTER For Worgs: Is that
s0 7] 1In conneciion with this matter I
believe there was another special edition
published containing telegrams from the
Minister for Works, which telegrams
made certain statements; so that after
all it is only a question of journalistic
enterprise.

Tre ArrorNEY GENERAL: And a ques-
tion of time,

Mr. HOLMAN : Had this publication,
or any publication whatever, bheer nade
with u view of farthering the candidature
of the man supported by the present
Government, no notice would have been
taken. No matter what action had been
taken to secure the return of a Govern-
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ment supporter, no votice would have
been taken by the Attorney General, no
matter how corrupt or dirty the practices
might be. But becwuse a telegram
which any honourable wan might send
without loss of dignity or self.respect,
becaunse a trne telegram is despatched,
members on the Government side of the
House, simply in order to cover their own
tracks, Lecause they have lost a seat—
and they will lose a good muny more
seats if the people only get an oppor-
tunity of expressing their opinion of the
Government—with a view to belittling
the defeut the Government have sustained
and the vietory which the Opposition hive
guined, and with a view to vausing the
people of this conntry to believe that
members on this side of the House
adopted unmanly and disreputable tactics,
refer to the watter as it has been re-
ferred to on the other side of the House.
The only telegram which was sent was in
all  probability despatched by a paid
pressinan to a paper in Geraldton, and
that paper published the telegram in a
spirit of journalistic enterprise—a fair
telegram which was open to any man to
send, because it gives the exact words of
the Treasurer. The action of the Gov-
erninent in taking the matter up and in
trying to cast a slur on members of this
side of the House will show them up in
their true light, becaunse it canmot be
denied that any tactics whatever the
Goverament could possibly use in order
to extend their power they have never
failed to adopt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price) : During this debate my name
has een mentioned on one or two occa-
sions; firstly with reference to my visit
to Geraldton, and secondly in connection
with my re-election. I do not wish to
extend the ground already covered by the
debate, but I desire to gav that any pub-
lications ut iy elections were simply in
the nature of replies to misstatements
circulated by my opponents. I venture

' to think that any man up for election is

entitled at any tiwe to contradict the
misstatements of his opponent, It has
twice been stated from the front Opposi-
tion hench that T weut to Geraldton and
made certain promises to the electors
there with u view to influencing the elec-
tion ; but what I &id at Geraldion was to



3106 Geraldion Election ;

take two absolute misstatements of the
member for Mount, Magnet (Mr. Troy),
and pretty effectively expose then to the
electors of Geraldton.

Mz. CoLLIER: Not very effectively.

Tar MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
ask the member for Mount Magnet. He
can tell you about that.

Me. Covuizr: Better usk the electors,

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
ask the hon. mewber who heard that
speech to rise in his pluce wnd say whether
by word or innuendo or insinuation, or
by any method whatever, I endeavoured
to induce the Geraldton electors to vote
for Mr. Carsen by reason of any promises
which I made as a member of the Gov-
ernment. T think the new mewmber for
Geraldton (Mr. T. L. lBrown) will
bear me out, when T say that at a recep-
tion in the Connc¢il Chambers on that
afternoon I stuted that in the peculiar
circumstances in which [ was placed it
behoved me to refrain from reference to
locul topics, and that under no circum-
stances would 1 make any statement in
reply to requests. I endeavoured to play
my part honourably and fuirly up there,
and I ask members to give from my
speeches quotativns bearing out the re-
marks which they have made concerning
my conduct at Geraldton.

Mg. Batu: You promised that mem-
bers on this side of the House were going
to oppose the Lioan Bill.

Tae MINISTER IOR WORKS: It
has heen said that I made promises to
the electors of Geraldton. What were
those promises? Hon. members surely
do not stand up, without some ‘ground,
to make utterly reckless statements.

Oppostrion Menagr : We will get
your speech,

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tbe
bon. member should have been prepared
with extracts from my speech. 1 submit
that this is not a fair method of pro-
cedure at all. I do not remember that I
made any promises, though I may have
referrcd incidentally to the Chapmun
railway among all the other railways
which the Government were proposing,
If T did mwention the Chapman railway,
however, I laid no stross on it, or any
other work Therefore, Lo describe my
attitude as one of hanging out promises
before the electors is dlstmctlv and em-
phatically unfair, and ome which no

|
|
i
|
|

|
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quotation from my speech will bear out.
This is the sort of thing we have to put
up with. Onv artions are misrepresented
in this Honse, from the front Opposition
bench, in this mwner. These statements
are scattered broadcast through the coun.
try, and when we come to investigale
thom we find absolutely nothing in them.

I T have listened to hon. members opposite

with the utmost care, and 1 suppose that
what we are asked fo believe is in the
following points which I have briefly

. noted : first, that the special edition of

the Express was uot intended to influence
the election ; secondly, that this issue on
election day was n coincidence; thirdly,
that the editor and proprietor of the
paper takes no part or interest whatever
w politics.

Orrosiriony Memser: Who said that?

M=. Baru: It is only assumption.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Fourthly, that the publication was pro-
bably intended to help Mr. Carson. This
is the sort of thing we are asked to
beligve.

Mr. Warker: Misrepresentation.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKES:

" Those are the fair inferences from the

remarks which have heen made. The

. editor and proprietor of that paper, it is

te be noted, who published that special
edition at the oppoertnne moment, was
intimately associated with hon. members
on the other side of the House in the last
Govermnent.

Mg. Barr: Not the proprietor. The
proprietor was at Northampton on the

_ day of the election, because his father

was dying.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
lmow perfectly well that the proprietor’s
political opinions give the cotmplexion to
the newspaper; and I am not going to
say that this was a big conspiracy, but I
do ask the public of this State to ques-
tiou themselves whether the publica-
tiou  was « pure coincidence, and
whether the publication was in any
way intended to influence the eleclion.
Let them form their own judgment on
the question. Had this sort of thiug
happened in connection with Government
supporters, the country would have rung
from one end to the other with the com-
plaints of Oppositionists. [ have said,
and I say again, that the circular issued

., during my election campaign at Fre-
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mantle was issued in reply to certain !
misstatements made broadeast throngh-
out Fremantle, to ihe effect that as a
Minister I eould do nothing for the town,
Those staternents were mwace at every
street corner in Fremantle; I was en- |
titled to contradict them ; and farther-
more, if & similar thing happens at any !
election with which I am connected, I !
will issue a similar dodger. T leave it to |
members on the other side to sav whether
since I assumed the position 1 oceupy T l
have abused that position in favour of
the electorate T represent. IE my disirict
has been entitled to anything, T have not
been afraid te give it.  On the other
band, T have to appear before my clectors
sometime within the next two years, and
to answer for wmy actions, just as the
mewber for North Fremantle (Mr.
Bolton) will have to answer for his
actions in connection with the charges
against railway officials.

Mg. Borrow : And I cun do it too.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Judge did not think so.

Mz. Bovuton: Baut the electors do. _

Tug MINISTER FOR WORES: I |
sometimes regret the hon. member has
not another Commission hanging over
his head. :

Me. SPEAKER : The Minister is not
in order.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS:
While that ingquiry was pending the hon.
member was very quiet.

Mr. Honmaw: Is the Ministerin order
in thus referring to a Royul Cownmission ?

Me. SPEAKER: I think the Miaister
is not deaf. I have alrcady drawn his
attention to the fact that he should not
make such a reference.

Tree MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
withdraw unreservedly. In my election
campaign I had to answer certain remarks
made against me. The people of Fre-
mantle kaow whether during the cam-
paign 1 behaved dishonourably, aud they
know whether, since T attained my pre-
sent position, I bave in any way prosti-
tuted it i order to grant to my electors
gifts or privileges which [ had no right
to grant. And I venture to say that to
compare the pablication of this < special
without any preceding charges, without
anything whatever to give rise to it
except the exigencies of the moment—to
compare that with the dodger which I
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issued in reply to the street-corner mis-
stutements of my opponents as to what I
could do for thai town as a member of
the Government, is an unfair, unreason-
able, and unjust comparison, and one
which I tully expected from members in

- Upposition.

Mz, W. C. ANGWIN (East Fre-
wantle) : It is fortunate that this ques.
tion has come up to-night, because the
discussion way result in our having for
the future tearless and honest election
campaigns. It appears the Altorney
Greneral tonk great exception to the head-
lines of a newspaper printed in Gerald-
ton, and to one line in particular which
referred to ¥ piecrust promises.” I main.
tain that the promises of the Government
should nodoubtedly be so characterised.
The Attorney Geueral stated that a pie-
crust prowmise consisted in promising a
certain thing to a district and then wot
fulfilling or giving effect to that promise.
I will usk him, what bave his Govern-
ment dope with regard to the Fremantle
Aeck ?

Tae MinisTER For Worgrs: MMore
than the Government with which you
were connected. .

Mr. ANGWIN : I am not speaking ot
the Government with which T was con-
nected ; I uw not referring to the mem-
ber for Fremantle; I am referring to the
Government. with which he is connected.

Tue MixisTER For Worxs: And for
whose actions I take every responsibility.

Me. ANGWIN: T hope vou will,
Here is a statement of a Minister :—

As Minister he could say that the Bill for

the Fremantle dock would be breught down
next session.
This was a statement by a Minister of
the Crown, and 1 maintain that an
answer to a question in this House a few
days ago clearly shows that statement to
be a piecrust promise, because the stute-
ment was made on the 17th May of this
yB&T.

Tae MivisTer ForR WoOREs: Whe
inade that statement ?
Me. ANGWIN: The Hon. James

[ Price, Mivister for Works.

Tur MINISTER FOR WORKS: ]
have looked up the reporis of iny
speeches, and find that on severa
occusions I referred to the introductior
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of a Dill n this House extending the
powers of the Harbour Trust. On one
oceasion T find I was reported as the hon.
member now stales; but that is an in-
correct report, my promise being simply
for an estension of the powers of the
Harbouwr Trust. 1 ask that the hon.
member’s statement, be withdrawn,

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must withdraw, as exception is taken to
his statement.

Mr. ANGWIN: I wish you, sir, and
other members present, to understand
that this is not a misstatement of mine,
I quoled from a newspaper.

Tre MiNisTer For WoRrgs: Did.you
see the report in unother newspaper ¥

Mr. ANGWIN: This is the only re-
port I have seen.

Tag Mivister ror Works: Why
read one report and not others? Cowme
to me and I will show von the others.

Mz, ANGWIN: Asto any mabters re-
ferring to the town in which [ reside, I
generally read the local paper. Thisisa
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report which appeared in the local paper. .

The Minister says he did not make the
statement. I withdraw my stutement
that he did muke it. But the report
states a distinet promise was made
by him as Minister and not. as Mr. Price.
I mention this rnly to show clearly that
the bead-line on the small slip of paper

printed in Geraldton was a true stabe. -

ment, if the statement I have quoted
from a Fremantle paper be correct; for

if it be, the promises of the Government .

were piecrust promises, easily broken,
and actually broken in regard to the
Fremantle dock.

Me.T. WALKER (Kanowna): I do

Urgency Motion,

Tue ArrorNey Gunersrn: The hon.
member attempts to misrepresent me.

POTNTS OF ORDER.

Mer. Warger: On a point of ovder;
the Minister is accusing me of what I
have not endeavoured to do. 1 insist on
his statement, heing withdrawn.

Mz. Sreaxer: The Minister will be
in the right if he really rises to a point
of order, althoagh the practice bas been
abused. When a member is speuking,
other members rise in their places to
make explanations. Strictly according
to the Standing Orders, they ouqht not to
rise until the member speaking sits down;
but it isa comwon practice for the mem-
ber speaking to give way to members who
wish te speak immediately in explana-
tion. Unless the memnber whose speech
has been interrupted is inclined to sit
down, I cannot compel him to do so to
allow another to make an explanation.
But if the Minister rises to a point of
order. T must hear him,

THE ATTORNEY (GENERAL:
ment has been made »

Me. Warker: The hon, member has
accused me of misrepresenting hiin—a
direet accusation.  He must withdraw
that.

A state-

Tue ArrorNey GENERAL: Let me
point out what you have done.
Mr. SpeakiEr: Do I uwaderstand

the Minister to rise to a point of order?
If so, he must state his point of order
without any prefix at all.

Tue ArrorNey GENERAL: The hoo.
member said that when I was speaking I
inzinuated with regard to the preparation

. and publication of a certain document

not see any pevessity for the exhibition of -
feeling, first by the Attorney General and °

Tustly by the Minister for Works.
Tae MivisTer FOrR WORKS:
We are to sit down under insults.

Mer. WALKER: If there have heen
any iasults, the Attorney General is re-
sponsible for them.

Tre ArrorNey GeNEran: How?

Mr. WALKER : By iusinuating that
this (Opposition) side of the House was
in any way responsible for that * dodger,”
as an hon. member calls it, which ap-
peared on the day of electiomin Gerald-
ton,

Oh, no.

referred to here to-night that members
opposite were parties to its publication.

Me. Bowvton: I certainly understood
vou to say that.

MR. Scappan: So did everybody else.

Tre ATTorvEY (FENERAL: I say that
15 absolutiely incorrect, and I ask the hon,
mwember to withdraw that expression, and
I state in asking for its withdrawal that
what I said was, * Until the member for
Mt. Magnet spoke.”

Mx. Warnker: This is not a point of
order.

THE ATTORNEY GENE
perfect point of ovder.

Mz, Sreaker: The Ministes s rising
to a point of order to the effect that

o It s a
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the hon.
quoted him and mistepresented hiw; and -
if the Minister denies the truth of the
statement, the hon. member muost with-
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member (Mr, Walker) mis- ‘ prepared.

draw according to the rules of the
House.
Tre ArrorNey GENERAL: May I

point ont what I did say?

Mg. Sreaggr: You were
speech, und that was out of order.

Mr. Warger: I have not stated
that the Attoruey General accused this
side of being guilty of preparing und
arranging or doing anything else with the
publication in the Geraldton paper. 1
have not stated that; therefore Lis poiut
of order cannot have uny value. If he

making a

z

desires me to be ruled out of order for °

certain words I have uttered, he must
quote me correctly. Then T shall be pre-
pared, if I have transgressed the rules of
the House, honourably to withdraw.

Mer. Sreaker: The Attorney General,
I presume, must be satisfied that the hon.
member did not insinuate ihere was any
isrepresentation.

Tae ArrorNey GeExNEran: 1
satisfed.

am

RESUMED.

Mr. WALKER: I say uow that the
exhibition of irritability just given by the
Attorney General in itself conslitutes a
tendency to disorder, and to the irrita-

tion of members on this side of the
House. His treatment of us is un-
fair. T say again there has been

nothing whatever in the event which
has transpired that should occnsion all
the ill-feeling, recriminations, and aecusa-
tions veilled or insinuated, that may be
taken personally by any member on this
side of the House. As  matter of com-
parison I should like to read questions
recently asked in this Chamber. They
were apparently prepared for the memnber
for Coolgardie (Mr. Eddy), and they
have given rise to this discussion. 1
would draw attention to the wording of
them.

Tee Mimister ror Wokgs: In the
absence of the member for Coolgardie, it
has been insinuvated that those questions
were prepared for him. The hon. mem.
ber denied that they were.

Mz, SPEAKER: I was particularly
careful to notice that the hon. member
(Mr. Walker) said they were apparently

Urgency Motion. 31C

The statement has bee
denied, but the hon. member is not ou
of orc]er when he uses the word “appa
ently.”

Mr. WALKER: I am commenting o
the manner in which the Attorne
Greneral turned those questions to accoun
and the emphasis that he laid on certai
agsumptions mwade in the question
[Questions read as printed.] Thos
are questions that would give tl
Attorney General the opportunity «
which he uppuarently availed himself th
afternoon.

At 6-80, the SrEaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. WALKER (eomtinuing): I wa
drawing attention to the manner in whic
this debate had been Lrought about, i
consequence of notice having been give
in this Chamber of certain hypothetic
questions, the nature of which casts
shadow of suspicion. T am net going 1

_ traverse the same wronnd, but anyon

lookiug into these questions muost s
first of all they are out of ovder, and th:
they ave down on the Notice Paper for

© specific porpose; not to gain informatio

as to facts that have occurred, but 1
obtuin some expression of opinion, pe
haps on the lines already stated in th
newspapers. The case presented in the:
questions is upon assumption. O
question reads, * Whether on the assunyy
tion that this publication,” etc., and tl
other questions follow on the same lin
They come under the vategory of hvp
thetical and of assumed questior
that are not allowable in a Legislatiy
Assembly, and they are farthermore o
of order in so much as they are liable 1
reflect, especinlly in the way they has
been drafted, vpon certain sectious of tk
House; they are disrespectiul. Tt
Leader of the Oppositivn bas been part
cularly abused for, as it was put, ident
fying himself with an alleged wrong the
occurred at Geraldton; but already 1k
Oppusition bave been placed in a ver
invidious position by the attitnde a
sumed by the Goveroment in regard |
that ]1LI|)]I(..d,flﬂll at Geraldton. Certai
members in this House approached tt
Attorney-General--but, before thai,

should say that a certain section of tl
daily Press, by misteading head-lines ar
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by what I believe to be an absolutely un-
truthful reflection on the dignity of the
Opposition side of the Honse during the
course of that election, had ulready drawn
atlention to the point. Let meread this
telegra appearing in the West Austra-
lian : —

Considerable feeling is mabifested here

(Geraldton) over the election and the issue of
an extra from the Ewpress office which was
largely circulated during the polling in
Geraldton and outlying places. 1t is estima-
ted that Mr. Carson lost 40 votes, The exact
head-lines of the publication were as follows —
“ Piecrust Promises. Black Range and Chap-
man Railways Shelved. What has Carson
Done?” To-day a telegram signed by
R. Darling, R. Eliott, and E. Pope was sent to
the Attorney General to the following ef-
fect :—* Great indignation caused by the pub-
lication of bogus telegram re Loan Bill during
election, which affected wmany votes. Ts not
that sufficient to upset election ?”
Who can read that without cowming to
the conclusion that somewhere or ather
there was an accusation of unfair tactics,
unjust and dishonourable tactics—in
fact the word has been used Ly the At-
torney General to-night—unfuir, unjust,
and dishonourable ? I think those ex-
pressions were frequently on the lips of
the hon. member, and the insinnation
was that these unfalr tactics had been
used by this (Opposition) side of the
Honse, by some member or members on
this side of the House. That was the
supposition. To show how it was uof
this side of the House thut brought for-
ward any useless questions, but that it
was the other side of the House backed
up by Ministers of the Crown, we have
only to refer to a publication in the West
Australian as follows :— .

Mr. Eddy (the member for Coolgurdiv) asked
the Attorney General whether if the accounts
of the incident in the Perth mnewspapers were
trae, he wonld take steps to punish the per-
sons who were responsible for the circulation
of this false information. Speaking to a rep-
resentative of the Wesl dustralian on Hatur-
day, Mr. Keenan said that he was causing in-
quiries to be made into the eircumstances of
what appeared to be a most disereditable in-
cident.

If the matter went no farther than that,
it is for this side of the House af ull
events to clear itself from any participa-
tion in any discreditable ineident.  The

[ASSEMBLY.]

accusation inferentially was made lhefore |

the motion was moved to-uight. that
some discreditable incident took place at

i

Urgency Motion.

Geraldton connected with the recent
election. The article goes on :—
“I have sent to Geraldton,” Mr. Keenan

said, ** for a copy of the publication containing
the alleged report of the Colonial Treasurer’s
spuech. From what I can gather at present,
the whole affair seems to have been carefully
prearranged.”

And one canuot but notice how to-night
the Attorney Geseral played upon that
point, that there was a conspiracy, that
the strings were pulled, and that a little
army of horsemen gathered around the
newspaper office und at a given signal
galioped headlong, like the horses that
carried the good news from Ghent to
Aix, to distribute this marvellous pub-
lication all over the country. That was
the statewent, and with his imagination
running rampant in this way the Attor-
ney General seems to think and really
asserts that there appeared to be a pre-
arrangement, and that it had not only
been prearranged, but carefully pre-
arranged. The article continues the
remarks of the Attorney General :—

The telegram, and what purported to be a
report of the speech of the Colonial Treasurer
were circulated only when it was impossible
to reply to them. As T said, T am having
inquiries made, and if T can find out who were
responsible for these false telegrams—
Mark this accusation by a respensible
Mipister of the Crown, *these false
telegramns ™ !

they shall certainly be prosecuted.”

I submit that when the public read an

" account like that they cannot help but

associate it with the Labour party who
had won the vistory, and clearly it is an
assertion tantamount to this, that the
election had been won by a bogus tele.
gram as one paper has it, by false tele-
grams as the Attorney General bas if,
by a prearranged conspiracy and by a
dodge or a trick,as the Attorney General
put it to-night.  Then how can this
{Opposition) side of the Houge remain
dumb under such accusations? And all
upon what? What actually did oceur ¥
In this House last Tuesduy night the
Treasurer delivered his speech on the
Toan Bill. Next day, in the afternoon
only, the news reached Geraldton, Now
where was the time for any prearrange-
ment, for any conspiracy ? Who knew
before it bad been delivered what the
Treasurer was going to say ¥ Who
could anticipate his speech ¥ Read
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the telegram in conjuuction with what
appeared in the West Australinn as a re-
port of the Treasurer’s speech, und it is
clear to anyone that it is simply a con-
densed report of what actually oceurred.
There is uo misrepresentation in that
telegram, no misrepresentation in any
form whatever.

Tre Mivisteg For BMixes: Not in
the head-lines ¥
Me. WALKER: The hon member

has been the proprietor of a newpaper,
and knows that the head-lines are placed
there by the man in charge who receives
the telegrams. He alone is responsible
for them. Supposing this side were
guilty of sending the telegram, we would
uot be responsible for the head-lines,
They are put in by whoever is in charge
at Lthe newspaper office.

Tee Minisrer For MINES :
the publicaiion.

Mr. WALKER: T
the publication. We are dealing with
this telegram. If 1 were so inclived I
could justify the use of those head-lines.
They are justifiable from the character of
the speech undoubtedly, because so
much was made of thiz particular Black
Range railway. The Minister for Miunes
himself stood upon a platform in Gerald-
ton, and insisted on that line as a sort of
guarantee of the bona fides of the present
Government, and as a sort of invitation

Deal with

am dealing with

to all present to vote for the Government |

supporter Mr. Carson; and when after
all that had been done, after the Minister
for Mines had gone from Perth for the
purpose of playing that particnlar card,
the Treasurer mn his speech made no allu-
sion to that line, it was a fair thing to say
that what had been said by the Minister for
Mines bad been shelved by the Treasurer.
Fair and just; nothing outside of fairand
decent journalism, in such comment as
that. To show 1t had no counection with
political matters, to show that the head-
lines were not of the character imputed
to them, there was the same telegram,
perhaps sent by the same sender, pub-
lished at Clue, where the head-lines were
even more severe on the Government.
They do unot say that the matters were
“ shelved,” but “ mmitted,” implying that
there was no chunce whatever of getting
the Black Range railway. That is in
another paper. If it was unjust for the
Geraldion paper to publish this particular
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. west;

. of telegram in the afternvon.
" inference of the Attorney General is that
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head-Line, * Black Range line shelved,” is
it not equally wmjnst for another news.
paper to say the line was * omitted ¥” I
am mentioning tlus to prove {hat the
motive was vot political. But let us go
a step farther. The Attorney General
has said or he implied that there was a
conspiracy. The speech on the Loan Bill
was delivered here on the Tuesday night;
on his own showing, it did not reach
Geraldton until the following afternoon;
and immediately it veached Geraldton, it
wus published. Where is the time for
all this conspiracy 7 So many horsemen
from all parts of the country given in-
structions, this vne to Hy to the north,
this one to the east, and that one to the
that nothing was to prevent them,
no erecks, no bridges, no mountains, hat
that they were to rush forth to the ends
ol the earth with this particular little bit
And the

it was doue ab a time when nobody could
reply to it. I it was so, it was too lute

. to do any harm.

Me. Ewineg:
noon.

Mr. WALKER: The bulk of the
pevple had voied by that time. It was
too late to do any practical harm. [
have not the keen 1magination that sees

At 2 o’clock in the after-

+ an army of horsenien around the Ezpress

office 1n Geraldton, as stated to suit the
whims of the Attorney General and to
insinuate dishonesty against the Labour

party.

THE MivistrEr ror Worgs: You have
the most vivid imagination in the
House.

Mr. WALKER: The healthiest,

Mr. Hrrrmann: Could you imagine
that ¥

Mr. WALKER ' 1 do not want to be
thrown off my track by any unwarrant-
able interjections, especially by one who
is a past-master in these dodges, as the
Attorney (eneral called them. T say
there was no time for conspiracy. The
absurdity of it is seen at once. T main-
tain that a gentleman with the acumen of
the Attorney General, i gentleman trained
in digsecting evidence, who knows some-
thing abont the fallibility of human
nature, the weiknesses of human nature,
and what is prohable or improbable—1
am surprised the Attorney General thinks

. it at all probable, let alone possible, for a
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couspiracy to be arranged after 2 o'clock
in the afternoon of the clection day, pre-
areangad at that time, suddenly pre-
arranged. How does he imagine they
could find the borsemen, the army of
truvellers, like lightning Jarts to flv to
the farthest parts of the electorate ? The
Attorney Gteneral lends his position to
such an imagination as that, threatening
to punish somebody. When the facts
are boiled down, what do we find ?  'The
telegram is absolutely true—absolutely.
A mere condensution of the Treasurer’s

speech, and such a just condensation as .
I kuow

we wight expect in a telegram.
that some fault is found with the head-
lines, but nobody outside the news-
puper office could be held responsible
for them. An attempt was made when
we were accused of unfairnmess and in-
justice and low-down tactics, by a Min-
1ster of the Crown this afternecon, to
implicate in this alleged prearranged

conspirncy a former Minister of the

Labour Govermiment, when s a matter of
fact that gentlemun wus not in his news-
paper office, but was miles away [rom it,
and could not have been aware thut such
a telegram had arrived at his office,
Being absent, he could not participate in
the formation of the head-lines; hecould
have had nothing whatever to do with
them. Yet the eagerness to ussociate
that gentleman with this particular tele-
gram and these particular head-lines is
evident. First of all, it was a bogus
telegram that was blazoned to the country
to injure the Government party. Now
nothing is said about the telegram, and
all the criticism is left Lo the head-lines,
ighoring altogether the fact that equally
condemnatory head-lines had been pub-
lished in a newspaper some handreds of
niles away, without any political object.
Yet 2l was done for a political trick—io
put it in the lunguage of the Attorncy
CGreneral— because it happened to be pub-
lished in the afternoon of the election.

TrHe Minister For Works: Explain
that.

Mg WALKER: Explain that? The
easiest thing. Ask the Minister For
Mines about i, for he knows something
about newspapers; but I know the Min-
ister for Works knows very little about
newspapers. But what does w newspaper
do? It tukes advantage of public excite-
went to jncrease its circulation by pub-
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lighing the latest news in which the
public are interested. That is what
avery newspaper does.

Tue Mivisrer ror WoREs:
usual custow of this newspaper?

Me. WALEKER: It is the usual
custom of every paper that knows its
business, to take advantage of political
times to bring out special editions.
Every newspaper does that. At election
times, every newspaper which does its
duty and is notasleep comes out with the
progress of the election perhaps three or
four times & day—special editions.

Mr. Eppoy: Is that Mr. Carson’s
paper ¥

Mer. WALKER: What?

Mz. Epoy: The *“ extraordinary ¥ "

Mr. WALKER: The condemnation
of it was in Carson’s paper, I believe.
The trick which has struck the wember
was in a Government paper, and it is
from there that the whole thing has
issued.  If there be any conspiracy and
any meanness, it is on the part of those
supporting the Government. We know
that dodges of all kinds are played at
election times, even by the Minister for
Works.

Tae Minister ror Works: Un a
point of order, is the member justified in
gaying that the dodges are played by ine
ab e¢lection times ?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
tales exception to the statement, it wust
be withdrawn.

Mz, WALKER: 1 am sorry tosee
the member so sensitive. During the
debate thiz afternoon there have been
many insinuations threwn out about the
Minister for Works and about the pub.
lication of this (holding up handbill),
which is n ** dodger ™' precisely equivalent
to that issued at Geraldton, precisely
similar. except that it is more ornumentul.
The one published at Geraldton was a
simple unadorned piece of blackand white,
aothing specially attractive about it, but
simply desirous of conveyving the intor-
mation as soon as it arrived, information
of u specially interesting character to
the people of Geraldten. That is the one
document, so simple and so plain as it
is. Here is the other in blood-red ink,
like & huge setting sun  loonung over
# lone man on the ocean ; and he tells us
this, that it was only done in answer to
accusalions that had been hurled against

Is it the
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him by members of the Labour party.
It was a pure unswer, and he wonld
never have done it had it not been for
the accusations levelled by the Labour
party. Tet us see if the statement will
bear eriticism, if his own little « dodger,”
his own special edition, will bear this
criticisio ?

Tue MivisTer ror Womrgs: He did
not say that, for a start.

Mgr. WALKER: The hon.
jumps out of one hole into another. Let
us see what it is; let us try to fathom
i, Tt says:—

Fremantle clectors, do not be misled. Safe-
guard your own and the town's intercsts by
voting for James Price.

No answer there. It is a parallel, an
abgolute parullel.  Onpe is a dodger issned
at Geraldton, and the other a dodger
issued at Fremantle, and it is on this
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politician.  Fhat is the course the party
are pursuing. They do not like to sav
they were going down into an abyss of
unpopmlarity ; but they say this is a
bogus telegram, as the Attorney General

- points out, a false telegram which is

mtember

shown not to be false, which is shown to
be genuine, and it is shown that the
telegram had nothing to do with the
defeat of Mr. Carson.

Mz. Eppy: The telegram was all right;
it is the head-lines.

Mr. WALKER: Beaten on one
ground, he rushes to another, and beaten
on that he goes somewhere else. They
have no stand or stability in them; they
buck down from every staud they take
up. You ecannot defeat them becanse
they sink into their rat-heles. I submit

" that this debate has done one good

ihat the hon. member, who would wish to |

make the accusation of playing tricks to
win votes, ought to be silent so long as

he is guilty of the same class of conduct. -

Men living in glass-houses should not
throw stones. That is precisely what the
Government are doiny at the present
time,

Me. Eppy: You ought to remember
that, and take il to yourself.

Mr. WALKER: I remember a good
deal more than the member could teach
me of what is right and just.

Mg. Eppy: And wbat is wrong.

Mr. WALKER: T bave a good
example of what is wrong when T gaze at
the bon. member. Is not this another
instance of the kind published at Fre-
mantle ¢
-when speaking of influenving au election,
is what is charged against the party by
the Attorney General when he acenses us
of coming dowu to tricks in order to
obtain votes. This is what the document
issued at Fremantle farther says :—

Ask yourselves whether you can help the
town best by voting for a Minister of the
Crown who is in charge of the Pablic Works
Department, or a private wember of a weak
Opposition.

Ah, the Opposition is getting a bit too
strong for the Minister for Works. Itis
the strength that the party are getting
that makes the Government party lose
their tewper, and makes them rush into
this case with accusations as contemptible
as any made by any

thing to-night: it has shown that this
purty (Gpposition) had absolutely nothing
whatever to do with the telegram ; and
in the mext place it has shown that the
Government were not beneath resorting
to any means short of insinuations and
accusations in order to throw mud on this
side, to make an apology for the defeatthey
received by blackening their opponents
and insinuating that their characters are
not honourable. That is what is shown by
the debate to-night, I do not think the

" patter requires to be farther laboured ;

but T hope one farther good will come

* from it, and that 1s that at no elections

henceforth  will it be possible for

* Ministers to go about promising, to go
 about bribing constituencies o vote for

their supporters. Then, if the opposite

The most important point, : side remain homourable in that respect,

I pledge my word with as much surety as
ever I felt in any matter that this side
will be perfectly content to leave the
question in every issue to the electors
themselves.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. H. Gregory) - Be-
fore the debate concludes, I wish to make
just a short statement. I regret the

© absence at the present moment of the

menther for Mt. Magnet.

Mr. HoLman: He is in the Chamber.

i Mz, Tro¥ returned to his seat.)

Tve MINISTER FOR MINES: I
was about 1o say that T regretted his
absence because when speaking in Gerald-

irresponsible | ton the other night I was questioned
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by the member for East Fremantle (Mr. !
Avgwin) regarding a report of my speech
made there. I was speaking ou the loan
proposals of the Goverament and I was
pointing out, referring to statemeots
made in January previously, to the people
of Geraldton in regard to decentralisa-
tion, that by the construction of these
railways they should be enabled to retain
the trade of the people of the Murchison
district, and that it would be entirely the
fault of the traders of Geraldton if they
did not retain thut trade. T am appeal-
ing to the hon. member sitting opposite,
and who was sitting in front of me when
I was waking that statemest, to justify
the remarks I make in reply to the mem- ;
ber for East Fremantle. I think he can
bear me out in saying that T wade on
that occasivn 1o statement which could |
in the slightest sense be suid to held out
any special inducement to those people to |
vote for either one side or the other. On
the day of the clection, u little after three
o’clock p.m., T received the following I
i
1

telegram from the Guardian office at
Geraldton :—

Johngon showing telegram that Chapman-
Black Range Railways shelved. Wire if
correct.

That telegram was signed * Guardian.” 1
immediately wired back that the state.
ment was absolutely incorrect, that the |
Goverument intended to push forward ‘
with the surveys for the works, and that

there was no intention ou our part of }
sheleing the railways. L had not then the |
slightest idea how this election was going; |
and the suggestion here that this state- |
ment was made because we were afraid |
that the election might go against the !
Government is a futile one, because at
that moment not one of us had the
slightest idea how the election would end.
However, I stated in this House that I
could not bLelieve anything so dishonour-
able had been cireulated in the district—

Mr. Jomwsow: Conscience pricked

ou.

Tag MINISTER: That I could not °
believe such a construction had been
placed on the circumstances. It was ap-
parent that some telegrams had been
sent to Geraldton. The member for
Guildford (Mr. Johoson) can let the
House know whether he produced any
telegram whatever in conpection with this
election. I wired back at once that the
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gtatement was entirely incorrect, and I
made in this Chamber the statement that
I could not believe any such telegram
could have appeared or could bave been
distributed or circulated in the district.
Of course next morning a statement came
down and was published in the Press to
the effect that telegrams were distributed
among or were shown to the people of
Geraldton, telegrams to the effect that
the Goverument were shelving the Chap-
man Railway.

Mr. Joswson: Telegrams now.
was telegram before.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
statement was published in the morning
newspapers, and I certainly think some
inquiry should be made in regard to
these statements. T recetved telegrams
Trom other persons—I have the originals
in my possession—in connection with
certain {elegrams which were circulated
in that district, and these latter telegrams
were all to the one effect that by the
speech of the Treasurer the Government
were shelving the question of the rail-
In several speeches made here
to-night there have been references to the
manner in which the Government have
treated those who sit in Opposition in
regard to our loun proposals. The Pre-
mier speaking to-night resented those
statements, und 1 share his resentnent,
representing the Mines Department, more
especially knowing that my collengues
kuow the fight I have made for the pur-
pose of securing every assistance to the
mining industry that could be given by
means of railways, recognising that in
cvery instance I was trying to sssist o
district represented by an Opposition
member, knowing that night after night
grave innuendoes and slurs of every
description have been thrown on us in
counection with our policy, knowing the
statements which were made ut the vime
of the Pilbarra election, whilst at that
time by the simple statement of a respon-
sible Minister the Government could have
secured the election——it only necded an
announcement of our intention to proceed
with the construction of the Pilbarra
railwuy, yet not one single word appeared
wlich in uny sense could bave eomnmitted
the Government to the coustruction of
that rvailway. Right through the piece
have we in every instance tried to refrain
ag far as possible from doing anything

It
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which could be held up iu the slightest
degree either to ridicule or as an evidence
that we bad attempted for a single
instant to bribe u constituency; and this
is the reward we get! [Hon. members
sn the other side say that the statements
made in this special edition of the Ger-
aldton paper, to the eifect that the Gov-
srnment intended to shelve the railway,
are carrect. [ say that statement is ab-
solutely incorreet, and that the record of
Hansard shows conclusively that there
was nothing whatever in the speech made
by wmy ecolleague the Treasurcr which
could give anyoue the slightest right to
sy that the Government had the remotest
intention of shelving this railway.

Mr. Borron: The Treasurer
even wentioned it.

Mr. Scappan: And there is nothing
to prevent yon from speanking about it.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for North Fremantle (Me.
Boltou) is wusuwally not very particular
about what he says, and there are other
menbers equally irresponsible.

Mz. Bovron: Yes; one is on his feet.

Tue MINISTER: Of coure when
the hon. member is not speaking he is
not inaligning anybody. In the Trea-
surer’s speech, however, most particnlar
reference is made to the railways which
the Government intended tv press for.
ward by the introduction of Bills.
The Treasurer particularised those which
the Government intended to bring for-
ward this year. There were some pro-
posals concerning lines already surveyed,
and others concerning railways which were
looked on as being important and of
short length capable of being surveyed
during the present year. The Ravens.
thorpe line for instance was regarded as
one of greal importance. No survey has
buen nmade there vet, but in the case of
that railway it is our intention to bring
forward a Bill this year. As regards the
Norseman railway, we have the survey,
and we intend to bring forward the Bill
for the construction of thut ruilway this
year. The Treasurer waseareful to point
out that certain Bills were to be brought
forward during the present vear, but he
went on to say that if time permitted,
the other Railway Bills enumerated in
the Joan measure would also be introduced.
There now was a clear indication of the

never
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desire of the Government that if time
permitted the Bills enunierated in the
loan proposals of the Government would
be submitted 1o the House during this
session. The Black Range Railway and
the Upper Chupman Railway were
enumerated in the schedule of that Lean
Bill, and the Government feel themselves
justified, should time permit, in bringing
forward during the currency of this
svesion meusures for the construction of
these ruilways, There was nothing what-
ever in the Treasurer’s speech to say that
that would not be done. In connection
with the Black Range Railway, there is
some guestion. as tu construction, the
length of ihe proposed line being 90
miles: moreover, a survey bas not yet
been completed. T think we should have
been justified in stating we would hardly
Le able to bring forward a measure of the
kind at the fug-end of the session,
becanse probably it wonld be said that
sufficient information was not available
for the House. As regards the Upper
Chapman Railway, the Premier has
already told the House that four schemes
have been submitted by the officers of the
department, and that speecial inquiries
will have to be made before the Bill can
he bronght down. Those facts, however,
were not before the House when the
Treasnrer himself wus speaking. They
were in the possession of the ‘Treasurer,
and in bis speech he distinetly pointed
out thal if time permitted-—

Me. Borrow: Knowing that it would
naot.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: How
does the hon. member know? We are
making here to.night statements which
were not. in the knowledge of the House
then. There was a clear indication that
the Government had no desire whatever
to shelve those proposals. Had we
desired to shelve them, would not some
statements have been made to the effect
that the evidence we had to band did not
justify the proposals already suggested to
be carried ouvt? Was there one word in
the speech to the effect that the Govern-
ment had swerved in the slightest degree
with respect to these proposals which had
been iawd on the table of the House 2 Not.
the slightest. There was not the
slightest justitication for any such stute-
ment. Several other matters were dealt
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with, and in speaking on this point the
Treasurer said :—

The remaining lines will have to be per-
manently surveyed, and it is proposed to put
this work in hand ae promptly as possible
after the work now being carried out by the
department is completed, and to have every-
thing in readiness so as to get the Bills intro-
duced as early as possible. when Parliament
meets next session.

Was there any desire to shelve these
railways, and was there anything what-
ever to justify the statement made by
the hon. member to the effect that the
desire of the Government was to shelve
the proposals? Not one single word
bas been adduced to show that we had
any desire or the slightest intention to
depart in the slightest degree from the
proposais we had Drought forward,
With regard to certain proposals brought
before us, we havdly felt justified in
making recommendations to the House;
and for the purpose of seccuring seme
scope to the Government we provided the
sum of £100,000 in our Loun RBill in
order that we might. bring down Bills for
the construction of agricullural railways
not enumerated in the schedule to that
Bill. However, so far as the schedule is
concerned the Govermment are bound to
every itemn in connection with those loan
proposals, and not one word said by any
member of the Government could lead
any person to the couclusion that we had
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a desire to shelve any of those proposals.

I maintain that the production of the
telegram with those head-lines was u most
peculiar electioneering dodge. The pro-

duction of that telegram with those -

head-lines as a special edition—the mem-

ber for Mt. Magnet did not read the

head-lines when reading the telegraw to
the House, “ Piecrust promises,” and so
on
Mg. JoHNsON :
with the wire ¥
Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Those
were the statements brought forward by

What has that to do

the member for Mt. Maguet during the -

discussion to-night.

Mr. Jomwsow: I thought you were
discussing the wire.

Orrosirioyr Memser: Bogus wire.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member ought to have been listen-
ing to the debate. I wasspeaking abont,
the statement that the Black Range and
Chapman Ratlways were shelved. Then

|
|
!
|
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there was the wire sent me to the effac
that telegrams had been received and
were being produced in the district to the
effeet. that the Grovernment were shelving
these railways.

Mg. Jounson : They were synonymou:
wires.

Tue MINISTER: They were not; ]
beg the hon. member's pardon.  The wire
was sent to the Guardian, a newspapel
published in the district,

Mz. Scappan: You did not mention
the name when we asked for it.

Tue MINISTER.: I did not catch tle
word. I gave it to the Press and f«
Hansard. 1 handed the {elegram straight
to Hansard, and I have the Hansard
report here. The telegram says, “ Wire
if correct—Guardian.” There is Guar
dian written here in the Honsard report
I handed the telegram in straight away,
and it was not an anonymous telegram ;
not in the slightest sense. There should
be every inquiry m regard to thesematters,
and we shounld try to find ont not only
who sent any of these telegrums in con-
nection with these railways, but who were
privy to the sending of these telegrams.

M=r. Jomwson : You continually say
“telegrams.” Mention something else,
some other telegram. It was singular
till you spoke. Tt is plural now.

Tar MINISTER: I have not heard
that it is plural, unless the hon. member
wants to put someone else in the pillory.

Mr. Jounson: I am waiting to see
whom you put in.

Tar MINISTER: The only statement
I have ever made in connection with this
matter was as to the telegram received by
me, and to which [ immediately replied
to the effect that it was incorrect and
there was no truth init. There was no
truth in it, and I am trying to point out
to the House to-night that there was no
truth in the telegram.

Mr. Jomnson: And there wus
truth in the telegram you received.

Tae MINISTER: I am trying to
point out also that in the speech made by
the Treasurer there was no justification
for uny such stutement. I have no desire
to say anything against the newspaper
which published these statements. In
connection with the Loan Bill, when first,
introduced we found the same newspaper
published = telegram to the effect that in
regard to the Black Range and Chapman

no
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raflwavs the amounts provided were
ridiculeusly inadequate, and the news-
paper pointed oot that the sum provided
for the comstruction of these railwars
was altogether ridiculously inadequate

for the purpose, thus altogether ignoring .

the fact that there was another item, a
geparate item for the purchase of rails
and fastenings. In conrection with this
production I do not think there can be a
doubt in the mind of any person that this
sperial edition of that newspaper, in
which it was stated that the Government
had shelved these two railways, was not
only without the slightest justification,
but it had a great deal fo do with the
result of that election. T have no more
to say, except that I think every inguiry

shonld be wade in connection with these '

matiers. A deliherate statement has

been made by someone representing the |

Guardian office, to the cffect that tile-
grams were shown, the purport of which
was that the Government were shelving
these railwavs, I think it is a matter
that well merits ingquiry.  There cannot
he too mueh inguiry in a matter of this
sort.  If members wish to assume that
they are being charged with having sent
these telegrams, then the inquiry, if they
are not wnilty of anything of that sort,
wuld well clear the atmosphere and show
:hai taev have had nothmg to do with
he sending of these wires.
hand, any persnus who senta telegran to
his effect should T thivk Ue punished.

Mr. Scappan: What is the offence
o are going to prosecute rhens For?

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES:
As the hon. member likes straight
lealing—

Mgz. S8cappan: I like it, but I do not
ften get it.

Tae MINISTER : Doers not the hon.
nember? T think that in connection
vith o matter of this sort, if anything
rome has been done, the sooner the
tmosphere is cleared the better.

Me. Houmax: The telegram is ahso-
ntely true.

Tur MINISTER: That telegram is
antrue.

Mz. HoLmax: The telegram is true.

Tur MINISTER: I do not think the
on. member was present when I quoted
omn the speech made by the Treasurer,
nd pointed out clearly that the remain-
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ing lines will huve to be permanently
surveyed.

Mer. Scapvan: The question is what
they mean by shelving?

Tue MINISTER: The other night
the Treasurer snid :—

If time permits, the other Railway Bills
enumerated in this loan measure will also be
introdnced.

MemsER: What did he say later on?

Tae MINISTER : There was nothing
to justify any person in assuming that
there was anything in the speech of the
hon. gentleman to give anyone the iden
that we were going to shelve these rail.
ways. On the other haund, let this one

* fact be remembered by every member of

the House. The specch by the Treasurer
was delivered on the eve of the election
at Geraldton. Had he pointed out the
intention of the Government to bring in
w Bill immediately for the construction
of those rutlways, would it not have been
held then that he was trving to influence
the people of Geraldton in connection
with that election? Do members op-
posite think we are so slow in con-
nection with a matter of this sort that
if we bad desired to influence the electors
of those places we would unt have
do the best we could with
a view of endeavouring to obtain votes
for the member we so earnestly desired
to be ve-elected? T especially had a
strong desire, more personal than politi-
cal, I had « strong personal desive to
see Mr. Carson re-elected to this Chamber,
and do members think for a single
moment we were not alive to the fact
that if the Treaswrer made a special

. statement in connection with those rail-
. ways it would tend in seme sense to

influence and help our candidate in this
matler 7 But on the other hand there
wag a certain silence, a silence which T
should bave thought should have bren
respected by those in Opposition. The
same thing occurved in conneetion with
the Pilbarra election. We simply could
have made public announcements, as the
Premier did anly a little while agn in
connection with the Norseman railway
and the Raversthorpe railway, that those
works were guing to be proceeded with
immediately ; and had we had a desire to
influence the electors in either the Pil.
barra district or the Geraldton district,
surely we should hase made statemenpts
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which would have assisted us in those | words may follow, we are still determine

matters.
refrained, and it does come hard when
one battles strenuously in the interests
of my friends opposite, and when special
consideration is given to the goldfields in
our loan proposals, that we are being
treated as we are, and that statements

So far as that is concerned we .

have been made such as have heen made

to-night in connection with the Govern-
ment. Tt is, I say, very hard indeed to
work for those constituencies.

Mr. Scappax: I do not think it is
gaite fair to say “ special consideration.”

Tug MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
wish to point out that members have
said time after time in the House, that

no consideration is given by members of -

the Ministry to coustituencies which are
represented by members who sit n
Opposition.
member for Dundas. 1 certainly can-
not thank bhim for anythibg he has

Let us take my friend the .

to push forward with the propesals s
they were originally hrought down. Ther
is no guestion of trying to shelve any ¢
these matters; but in regard to thes
telegrams in connection with those stat
ments, there is no doubt they were ur
warranted, and I think there should 1
the most careful inquiry, so that if thos
telegrams huve been sent from Pert
those wheo have been charged with sendin
telegrams and have hud no connectio
with them will be cleared. So fur as th
newspaper is concerned, there is no doul
that the statements it made were absc
lutely unjustifiable and unwarranted.
Mg. Holmaw ; No.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
I do not desire, after the long speech I
the Minister for Kailways, to say u gre:

. deal on this poiut, although perhaps

said this session ; yet Lwo railways ave to
be consiructed in his cobstitnency, and [

hope for the benefit of his constitnency.
The member for Mount Magnet

Mg, Hormarn: PFor the henefit of
Kauvfiman & Co.

Tee MINISTER.: Still it is becavse
we recogunise the importance of develop.
ing our mdustries, quite independently of
where a member sits in the House.

Mz. Scappan: You cannot very well
miss that constituency.

Tee MINISTER: We should get
more kudos from members sitting behind
us, if we went in ore for agriculfural
railways,

Mr. Scappan: Where are you going
to run them ¥

Ture MINISTER: The desire of the
Grovernment is to do justice to the great
mining industry. Jn that Toan Bill it
must be recognised that we bhave done so.
I therefore think we can well affurd to
repudiate the statements which have been
made. There is no justification for the
statement by the Teader of the Upposi-
tion that the speech of the Treasurer
would lead any person to conclude we
were shelving those railways. He was
clear and emphatic in the statewent that
we were sticking to all our railway pro.
posals. The speech is quite clear in
regard to those matters, and I can assure
members that no maiter what statement
is made of this sort, no matter what high

am the most interested party in th
House concerning the matter in disput
Before dealing with the matter I desi
to suy that I awn extremely sorry that th
Minister for Railways, in reply toa ques
tion put by o member on this (Oppos
tion} side of the House, should hav
dragged in, in connection with the
maftter, a wire he received not from a
mdividual but from the newspaper offic
making a charge against me which we
absolutely untrue. The Minister's co
science evidently pricked him, after I
read the wiresafter he got it on recor
and got it published, for he said that b
did not beheve it nd been done. If th
Minister thonght it was unfair and w
true, and that 1t was not possible to occu
why did he read it? Why did he give
to the public¥ Simply because the nam
of Johnson was connected with it, W
are all aware of the fact that if th
Minister for Mines und Railwavs can g
an opportunity to cast an aspersion upo
the character of Johnson, he is only to
happy to do so. I have had it for som
considerable time frown the Minister, an
I never expect anvthing better from hin
Again, numerous statements hiave bee
made from this side of the House thal n
wire wag received by myself or Mr, Tro
from anybody, from any politician or an
political party, concerning the Geraldto
election, or econcerning politics at al
Yet we still have the Mioister persistin

i in saying we want an inquiry, and it
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a Femarkable thing that vou cannot con.
vince that hon. gentlemen that the state-
meunt 1s correct that we received no wire
at all. If the Minister will not take my
word for it, | will give him all authority
to go o the telegraph office and get
every wire received by me during the
last fortuight. I guarantee that Mr.
Troy will do the same, and also Mr.
Brown, aud the whole of Mr. Brown's
committee. Then the Minister will

he satisfied that there was oo wire of any ~

deseription at all sent tu us from Perth.
The position was that a wire was sent
not by an individoal of this House, but

by the Geraldton Ezpress correspondent

in Perth. Tu order to demounstrate that
the wire was not sent to influence the
election, I may suy the sane wire, word
for word, appears in other papers.
Evidently the correspondent of the
Geraldion Fxpress is correspondent for
other papers. The Murchison
received the same wire, alinost word for
word ; as a matter of fact I think it is
word for word.  They put a more severe
head-line  than even the Geraldton
Frpress. Then we lock even down to
Albany, and find that in the Albany
paper the sawe wire appears; conse-
quently twembers wiil see it could not
have been, as the Attorney General was

kind enough to say, a prearranged affair. |

It could not possibly luve heen pre-
arranged when it was a Press wire and
was sent by an individual whe does not
usnally support the Labour party. A
man who figlts against the Labour party
was the correspondent who seni, this wire,
Consequently it could not be a political
trick, and could not be prearranged.
The wire was a fair comment on the
speech of the Treasurer. Oune liltle
incident was mentioned by the Premier,
when he said be had received
from Mr. Kidd to the effect that mounted
men distributed throughout the country
the specinl editiow of the newspaper.
Mr. Kudd can wake that statement trom
hearsay only, becwuse he was scrutineer
inside the Geraldton bootly nntil 6 o'clock.
I was there, Mr. Troy was out in the
country, and I do not helieve the special
edition was distribuied throughout the
conntry. [ was present and assnciated
freelv with wy opponents after the count

on the night of the pell; and there was.

po special comment about this wire. It

papers -
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did not cause the sensation that has
sinee been caused. It is true one or two
people wired to Perth and stated that a
sensation was caused ; and it is remark-
able that the gentleman who wired to the
Minister for Mines stating that Johnson
had received a wire—an absolutely incor-
rect statement ~is the same geutleman
who acts as correspondent for the West
Aunstralian and the Morning Herald ; so it
was necessary for that person, in order
to justify himself and to justify his wire
to the Minister for Railways, to make

~ some statement in the columns of those

a letter

two papers. That is unfortunate fur the
papers, because I believe action will be
taken to inake thew retract what they
have siated concerning the Geruldion
election. I state this only to show that
but « few persons tried to justify the
assertion that the election was not fairly
won. The election contesl was abso-
Jutely fair. Members may think the cir-
culation of the special edition with the
head-lines was uonfair. I do not sup-
pose it is pecessary for me to discuss
that question. We are discussing
the wire, not the head-lines; and even if
we in Opposition were responsible in any
way for the wire, we could mot be
responsible for the head-lines. The wire
contains unothing unfair, and I do not
think the head-lines had the slightest
effect on the election. I do not think it
necessary to say more. Enough has
been said to prove clearly to members and
to the conntry generally that the charge
laicd against me in particular of cir-
culating a bogus wire is unfounded and
untrue; and all the Opposition desire in
bringing forward the question is to clear
ourselves from that aspersion.

Me. TROY (in reply as mover) : If
no other member wishes to speak, I will
make o few remarks before withdrawing
the motion. I regret first the necessity
for the ination, Iand inembers associated
with me felt it was necessary in crder
that the true position might be made
clear to the House and the country. 1
nnderstand it was considered that some
corrupt. practices were resorted to in
order to win the Geraldton election ; and
I feel sure, though some little heat has
been apparent in members on both sides,
it is fully understood that such practices
were not indulged in, and that neither
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members of this side of the House nor
auy other members ware respousible for
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what appeared in the Geraldion Eapress.

In deference to the Ministers for Mines
and Works, who have uppealed to me on
this matter, I say the election was fought
ont with considerable friendliness on both
sides. There was no bitter feeling, and
no unscropulons tactics were resorted to.

I was present in Geraldton when those

Ministers visited the town, and [ attended
both meetings.
speeches than the Ministers delivered. T
was severely attacked, and do not take
exception to the attacks made upon me.
The Ministers wmade certain assertions
which I suceessfully combated ; probably
they will say [ made assertions which they
successfully c¢ombated. Anyhow, the
election was fought out with a wost
friendly feeling on both sides, nnd hoth
sides fraternised throughout the contest.

. the election campaign

1 have often heard worse *“honourably by both sides.

As to those Ministers’ promises concern- |

ing the Black R(Lngo railway, I cun say
that at the meetings which they ad-
dressed I did not draw the conclusion
that either Minister asked the people of
Geraldton to support Mr. Carson in order
that the railway wmight be buils, T did
not understand the Ministers to use that
argument, aud [ do unot think they en-
deavoured to inflnence the election by
the promise of that railway. It is only
fair I should say so, because I attended
all the meetings, and had I thought those
Ministers intended to assist the candida-
ture of Mr. Carson by promising the
construction of that railway, I should
certainly huve fought them vigorously
during the election. At the beginuing

Harbour Trust.

question of that railway, Lut on the
policies of both puarties. The election
was fought in a friendly manner, and I
believe it was honestly won, I believe
the publication of the telegram had
nothing to do with the resnlt of the
election; and I believe Ministers and
aother members will be convinced, when
they look calmly at the matter, that no
unfair practice was resorted to, and that
was conducted

I beg leave
to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Tre TrEASURER: Retorn under
Section 60 of the Life lnsurance Com-
panies Act 1889,

QUESTIONS (2)—HARBOUR TRUST.
SOLICITORS AND OFFICE OF PROFIT.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Attorney
General : 1, Has the Minister seen the
teport of the auditor of the Harbour
Trust accounts, wherein it is stated cor-
tain solicitors, namely Messrs. Moss and
Barsden, are solicitors te the trust? 2,
Does this constitute an office of profit
under the Crown as provided in the Con-
stitution Act of 1899 in regard to a
member of Parliament holding office of
profit? 3, If so, does the Minister
intend to see that the provisions of the

. Constitution Act 1899 are enforced ? 4,
If not, why not¥
Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL re-

of the session I said that the Glovern-

the wants of my electorate, and I believe
I had reasons for saying so on
oceasion, because T {elt the requirements
of my coustituency were mnot being
attended to, and I reminded various
Ministers of their duiy. But with re.
gard to the proposals in the Loan Bill, I
admit that my electornle has had fair
treatment, to which I ncrer took any
exception. I regret the Black Range
railway has been made the subject of
this dispute. T regret it becanse it is not
in the ioterests of the railway or the dis-
frict; and I know that after all, members
on both sides will recognise Lhe Gerald.

that .

ment had not given fair consideration to = No. 2.

1, Yes. 2, No

4, Unnecessary.

plied : 3. Answered by

A8 TO LEGALITY OF THE TRUST.

Mr, ANGWIN farther asked the
Attorney (feneral: 1, Does the Harbour

© Trust Act 1902, which has never heen

ton election was not fought on the

before His Muajesty-in-Council for His
Majesty’s assent or otherwise, amend the
Constitution Act of 18997 2, If not,
under what Act can 1 member of Parlia-
ment hold the position as Cominissioner
of the Harbour Trust, such oftice being
one of profit under the Crown? 3, Does
the Minister intend to take sieps to en-
force the provisions of the Constitntion
Act 1899, if such Act bas not been
amended ? 4, If not, why not?
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Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL re-
* plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3. Answered by
No. 2. 4, Unnecessary.

QUESTIONS (2)—COAL MINES
REGULATION. -

HOURS UNDERGROUND.

Mz. EWING asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Does the marginal note to

section 6 of *“ The Coal Mines Regulation

Act 1902, which rveads as follows—
“ Persous not to be employed below
ground more than cight hours on any
day "—indicate the true intention and
meaning of Section 67 2, Does coal-
getting come under the “except” con-
tained in Section 6, Subsection (1),
‘“except in cases of emergency” ? 3, Has
the inspector of Mines authonty to
examine the books, etc., of any of the

coal companies operating at Collie with -

the object of ascertaining the names of
workmen who have worked wmwore than
eight hours per day and more than forty-
eight bowrs in the week (cuses of
emergency excepted), with the view to
taking action in the matter of any viola-
tion of “The Coal Mines Regulation Act
1902” ? 4, What are the reasons given
by the Mines Departent for refusing to
take action in the cases brought under
their notice on October the 8th and 22nd,
1906 ¥

Tug MINISTER replied : 1, No. 2,
Cases of emergency ure not delined by
the Act. In the case of prosecution for
a breach of the Act, it becomes a question
of fact whether the case in question is or
is not a case of emergency. In the
opinion of the department, coal-getting is
not a case of emergency. 3, Yes. 4, No
record can be found of any cases having
heen brought under the notice of the de-
partment on October 8th and 22nd.

SUNDAY LABOUR.

Mz. EWING asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is the Minister aware that
Sunday labour is on the increase in the
Collie River Mining District ? 2, How
many permits for SBunday labour have
been granted by the Department of
Mines to the maining companies at Cullie
during the six months ending November
17th 1806, and tor what companies were
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the permits granted ¥ 3, Have copies of
such permits been forwarded to the local
police, who are responsible for the en-
forcement of the Act?

Ture MINISTER replied : 1, Informa-
tion ju the Minister’s possession is to the
eftect that Sonday labour is not on the
increase in Collie, and that little Sunday
work has never been done there. 2, The
Sunday Labour in Mines Act 1899 does
nol apply to collieries, owing, no doubt,
to an oversight by the framer of the Coal
Mines Regulation Aect 1902. This will
be remedied on the passing of the Mines
Regulation_ Bill now before the House.
3, Answered by No. 2.

' QUESTION—ELECTION AT GERALDTON.

BYPECT OF NEWS TELEGRAM,

Mr. EDDY asked the Attorney
General: 1, Has the attention of the
Attorney General been called to a report
in the Morning Herald of the 22nd inst,,
referring to the Geraldion election, which
reads as follows—*An extraordinary
aspect was given to the proceedings by
the issue of an extra from the Ezpress
office, stating that the Black Range and
Chapman Railway had been shelved ”—
such being the head-lines to a telegram
from Perth purporting to be an extract
frome the Treasurer’s speech in moving
the second reading of the Loan Bill ?
2, On the assumption that this publica-
tion was malicions and untrue and
designed to injuriously affect the chances
of oue of the candidates in the election
then proceeding, will the Attorney General
canse inquiries to be made as to the
parties responsible therefor? 3, Is such
publication an electoral offence? 4, If
so, will proceedings he taken against the
guilty parties ?

Tar ATTORNEY GENERAL re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2z, the only evidence avail-
able as to the party responsible therefor
consists in the fuct that the publication
referred to purported to be a special and
extraordinary edition of a newspaper
which was actively supporting one of the
candidates in the election then pro-
ceeding, and which issued the publication
referred to. 3, 4, The matter is under
consideration.
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SIT1ITNG DAYS AND HOURS,
EXTENSION.

Tue TREASURER (Hon.
Wilson) moved :—

That for the remainder of the session the
House do meet for the despateh of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and L'ri-
days at 3 o’clock p.m. until 630 p.m. if neces-
sary, and if requisite from 7-30 p.m, onwards.

Me. BATH would not oppese the
motion, because at the beginning of the
session, when sitting days were discussed,
the Opposition desired that the House
should meet earlier so that more business
could be transacied. Towards the end
of last session an arrangement was
arrived at by which business was facili-
tated, on the understanding that Parlia-
ment would mect mueh carlier this year,
so that more time might be devoted to
legislative and other business, and that
the finances should receive earliev con-
sideration than in previous years. Though
that compact was not kept, owing in
some degree to the change of Ministry,
the fact remained that we did meet
somewhat earlier this year than in the
years immediately preceding ; but because
of the nature of the business introduced
in the early part of this sessién we were
now in much the same position as we
occupied in former years. Towards the
end of the session, when the greater part
of the business ought to have been com-
pleted, the most important proposals, the
financial questions, the Loan Bill, im-
portant rallway projects, were all wedged
mto the few weeks now remaining be.
fore Christmas. One need only refer to
the legislation introduced early in the
session, measures such as the Sccond-
hand Dealers Bill, the Evidence Bill,
the Bills of Sale Amendment Bill, and
the Police Offences Bill, to show how the
Governiment wasted the opening weeks
of the session, which shouid have been
devoted to the Land Tax Asscssment

Frank

Bill, the Agricultnral Bank Bill, the
Estimates, the railway proposals, the

Constitution Bill, and otbher important
legislation which vonstituted the real policy
of the Government. But for that waste of
tine we should be much farther forward.
The fact remained that the ewrlier as-
gsembling of Parliament was practically
of no avail, owing to the time of the
House being devoted to the discussion of
measures which could well have been left
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to the leisure time of the Ministry after
their more important, proposals had been
congidered. He (Mr. Bath) had no de-
gsire to oppose the motion, seeing that it
was in aceordance with efforts made by
members of the Opposition for the
speedier transnction of business and for
the earlier ‘wecting time of the session;
but he hoped that witb the prospect of a
long recess before the Ministry we would
next year meet at an earlier date, and
that then we would have the important
proposals of the Government in addition
to their finuncial and railway measvres
placed before us earlier than they were
this session. It was not condugive fo the
complete and intelligent discussion of
those measures, espe(,m,l]v railway mea-
sures, to have them jammed into the last
few wueeks of the session.

Mzr. DAGLISH : This was an occasion
on which, in view of the nature of this
motion, 1he Treasurer might well inform
the House of the particulur legislation the
Government proposed to carry through.
There were on the Notice Paper at present
no less than 32 Orders of the Day, and
some of them were no doubt, like the
Constitution Bill,to be quietly abandoned.

Mr., Hormaw: Notice of six Railway
Bills was given to-day.

M=r. DAGLISH : Members were surely
entitled to know what work we had to do
hefore the prorogation. If members were
to meet at 3 o’clock on four days of the
week, they were entitled to know to what
hours the Houge was to sit. He wasg per-
fectly willing to sit to any hours necessaty
Lo transact business ; but if members were
to transact business properly they must
have time between the sittings to consider
themeasures before them. It wasabsolutely

. impossible to consider Bills during pro-

gress of the sittings of the House, and

- there were so many Bills on the Notice

Iraper that, with the three days availuble
when the House was not sitting, members
desiring to take that personal interest
which they shonld in the measures found
it difficult indeed to acquire a mastery of
the details of the various proposals. If
members were to have this unlimited bill
of fare, plus new railway proposals and
other new Bills, for their digestion, it was
quite impossible for them to do their
duty as it should be done, and they were
entitled to expect from the Government
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on a motion like this a statement of the | of every member to see that everv pro-

Bills the Government intended to see
through hefore the close of the session.
When there woere: Railway Bills yet
unseen to be inquired into, about wlich
there were no reports and no information
available to hon. wembers, he was
strongly inclined {o take up the position
that the House could not deal with
those proposals without having time,
in view of the fact that there were no
inspection reports available, to make in-
spections for themselves and to make up
for the want of information from which,
so far. the House was suffering. How
could we acquire this information if we
were to sit four days a weelk, possibly for
a dozen hours a day—already we bad
experience of a fair number of working
hours this session; how were we to
examine the railway proposals and the
other measures still on the Notice Paper?
It was'the duty of members to insist on
examination at no matter what personal
inconveuience, and to insist on a reason.-
able discussion of Railway Bills as well
as of other measures submitted, but par-
ticularly at the present stage of all Bills
mvolving a heavy expenditure either from
Loan or froms Revenue Funds.  If there
was any difference it was more necessary
tn carefully examine railway proposals
than any others, because they 1neant
not ouly an jmwediate expenditure
of Loan Fuunds, but also an increase
in the interest and sinking fund bill,
and ulso possibly a Theavy farther
expenditure  to meet the difference

posal for the expenditure of Loun Funds
was curefully  scrutinised and most
thoroughty discussed ; and he hoped the
Treasurer would inforin the Houge what
measures now on the Notice Paper were
to he proceeded with and what new
measures were to be introduced before
proragation.

Mr. HOLMAN trusted the explana-
tion asked for by the member for Subiaco
would be forthcoming. We should have
Lhe fuliest opportunity of going into the
whole of the vailway questions, and should
not be placed on the same footing as we
were lust session when we passed threc or
four important Railway Bills in the
closing hours of the session. On the
Notice Paper at present there was an
exaunple of that method of doing business.
The member for Perth was asking for a
select committee 1o inguire into the
Katanning-Kojonup Railway, the Bill
for the consiruetion of which was passed
during the closing bours of last session.
Its construction was not giving satisfac-

. tion; in fact the people did not require

between the revenue frow the railway °

lines aud working expenscs. He sym-
pathised with the Jesire of the Govern-
tment Lo get through the business ; but the
Government should not forget that we
must have ample time to thoroughly
analyse any proposals to which we were

asked to consent, and that we wust par-
ticularly have time to get information in °

regard to new railways aud other public
works to be constructed out of Loan
Funds. He had no desire to unneces-
sarily prolong the sittings of the House ;
he had done his best during the session
to expedite business by speaking rarely
and not at undue length ; Lut in view of
the fact that the financial ¢uesiion was
the most important that could possibly
come before a Western Australinu Par-
liument, be insisted that it was the duty

the line.

Hox. F. B, Piesse denied that en-
tirely. The hon. member should justify
the statement.

Mr. HOLMAN: The bon. member
mightdeny it, but he (Mr. Holman) wasin.
tormed by people in the district that they
did not require the line. He was informed
to that effect by o man who had probably
lived in the district as long as the hon.
member himself; so the statement was
true. About tive weeks ago an old
settler teld him that the people down
there did not require the railway at all.
He (Mr. Holmun) spoke with that
authority, und could give the hon. mem-
Ler the name of that person if the hon.
member desired it. One reason why he
{Mr. Holman) took strong exception to
the motion before the House was that up
to the present we had no opportunity
of discussing the most important matters
that wonld be brought before the House,

© or of considering the loan proposals before

the House involving the raising of about
two and a half millions and pledging Par-
liament to the construction of a consider-
able number of public works, some of
which might be wanted and some of
which might not be wanted. He ques-
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tioned the advisability of rushing into
the construction of several of the rall-
ways in the loan propusals, and le was
not going to allow raulway proposals to
go through the sane as last yewr. The
proposed Hopcteun-Ravenstbhorpe Rail-
way was a most important matter, The
conditions under which a promise of the
construction of that railway was made
did not show out to the best advantage.
A certain speculator came into the country
two or three months ago, and for £20,000
bought certain property at Bavensthorpe,
and then went to the London market, and
at the present time the market value of
his purchase was £1,200,000. It would
take £50,000 or £60,000 of Government
money to construct wu ruilway from
Ravensthorpe o Hopetoun. When we
found  that the total production
of gold and copper from the Phillips
River field duoring the 10 or 12 yewrs it
had been in existence was not more than
£163,000, we should panse before
involving the country in the expenditure
of £60,000 on a railway to that district,

Me. Ewing: The hon. member should
say that on the Loan Bill.

Mr. HOLMAN would say, & lot more
on the Loan Bill

Mr. Ewrng: The hon. member was
wusting time in saying it now,

Mz, HOLMAN: The hon. member
considered everyvbody was wasting time
unless Collie coal was under diseussion.
The hon. member would get a little Collie
coal on the Railway Estimates. He
{Mr. Holmau) took uxception to the
motion beconse, if memburs were to be
kept in the House four days a weck, it
would be taking an unfair advantage
of them and of the people of the country
in forcing members to sit in the Chamber

without giving due cousideration to the

important matters that might be brought There were ulready numerous Bills on the

forward. Before any railway proposal
was put through the House, he would
take the stand that it should receive
due consideration from avery member.
Notice of motion wasgiven by the Premier
thut Standing Orders be suspended to put
Bills through at one sitting.  What wag

to prevent members on the Government @ | )
© it was customary to supply when moving

side of the House adopting the same
tactics as alveady bad been adopted,
applying the closure and forcing throogh
the House an expenditure of say
£100,000 7
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TrE MisisTER ForR Works: The hon.

wember had taken up wore space in
Huaunsard thun anybody.
Mer. HOLMAN would not ask any

mentber of the House or anv Minister
when he was to speak or what he was to
siy. It was the nsual custow when the
session was drawing to a close to sit long
hours and more days, but it was
regrettable that the Treasurer had not
sven fit to move thia motion earlier iv the
sussion when the weather was cooler and
when it was belter for the health of
members to sit longer hours than it was
at present. It was immaterial to him
how lony the Housesat. He could stand
it as well as anybody. He did not
oppose the motion, but asked the Trea-
surer to give some explanation of what
important measures were to be brought
before the Chamber in the closing days
of the session, so that members would
have un opportunity of giving those
measures  full  consideration, and of
dropping out ot their consideration
measures that were to he dropped.

Mr. JOHNSON: 1f the Treasurer
would not give the iuformation asked
for, or an assurance that it would be
given before the debate closed, it became
necessary Lo debate the question. Ina
motion of this description Ministers

© shenld give the reasons why it was

thought. necessary to sit the extra day.
The Government considered that certain
legislation was most lmportant, and it
was only fair that members of the
Opposition should be consulted as to
what legislation was considered hy them
to be importunt. When members were
askedl to sit an extra day, surely they
should be told for what they were to sit.

Notice Paper, and notice had to-day been
eiven of intention to introduce six or seven
farther measures of greater iportance
even than those now on the Notice
Paper; consequently members on the

- Opposition side were justified in saving

that the Treasurer was unfair in refusing
to give the information asked for, which

4 motion of this description.

Hon. F. H, Piesse: It was not cus-
towmary. He had been in the House for

- 17 sessions, and had never before heard a
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question put in a similar manner to that
put by the hoo. member.

Mr. JOHNSON: The member for
Katanning was well aware that at the
end of a session, on a motion of this
description the Opposition were always
consulted.

Tue Treasvrek: The Loader of the
Opposition had been consulted and was
being consulted at the present time.

Mzr. JOHNSON : That dewmonstrated
how Ministers tried to trifle with the
House aad courted discussion, and then
expected wembers to sit all night long
discussing important questions, He did
not desire to stonewall or to unduly
delay business, but merely desired in-
formation as to the business to be carried
through. The select commilttee on the
Police Offences Bill had been obtained
merely in order to shelve the measure.
Ministers should deal more honestly and
fairly with the House.

THeE Treasvrer objected to the re-
mark. .

Me. SPEAKER: The hon
must withdraw.

Ms. JOHNSON withdrew the word.
If the Government intended, because they
had a majority, to do as they liked, the
Opposition wmight put up therr backs.
The failnre of Ministers to fake the
House into their confidence when moving
motions of this description created a deal
of discussion on unimportant. (uestions.

member

How. F. H. PIESSE: The previous
speaker was himself contributing to a
lengthy discussion en a (uestion which
could be eusily settled. In the past the
procedure had been for the Government
and the Leader of the Opposition to discuss
the question, and members on each side
could then learn from their respective
leaders what was proposed to be done.
While he agreed with the hon. mewber
that the House was entitled 1o the infor-
mation, the Government could not be
expected, ou the spur of the moment, to
decide which Bills were to be proceeded
with and which abandoned.

Me. BATH (in personul explavation)
was not in a position to imake the state-
ment that an armanhgement had leen
arrived at between the Gorvernnent and
the Opposition, hecause on questions of
this kind the TLeader of the Opposition
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" had no right to deterinine for himself ; it
¢ was essentially 2 matter upon which he

should consult the members of his party.

Matters which he might deem important

might not be deemed important by them,
" and on the other hand inatters which
they deemed important might not receive
the samz consideration from him. He
had promised the Treasuver and the Pre-
mier that he would consult the members
of his party at the earliest possible
moment und place before them the pro-
posals in regard to the termination of
the session. As proposuls for ter-
minating oo a specified date had already
+ beenr considered by members of the
Ministerial party, it was oply fair that
he should consult the members of the
Opposition hefore coming to a definite
arrangement.

Tree TREASURER: If the member
for (Guildford had extended to him the
courtesy which he (the Minister} was in
the hubit of exfending to that hon. mem-
ber and to other members on the Oppo-
sition side, he might have obtained more
information. Oune thing objected to—
and the hon. member himself also
objected to it—was to he taken by the
throat and threatened. The Government
did not, desire to push any Bills through
the House, hut were not going to permit
stonewalling if it could be helped. If
members like the member for Mur-
chison had restrained their eloquence
during the past four or five wmonths,
greater progress would have been made
with the business. The member for
Subiaco had ventured 1he assertion that
it was enstomary to supply this informa-
tion, and the member for Guildford also
said that 1t was always done. He had
looked up Hanserd for the session when
those gentlemen were in power. The
member for Subiace, the then Premier,
moved a similar motion to this on the
8th December 1904, In ‘moving that
motion he said: —

This, if carvied, meant that the House must
sit to-morrow; but he did not wish to ask
members to submit to any inconvenience. Jt
would be impossible to sit after tea to-morrow;
and if it were the will of the House he wonld
accept an mmendiient to the effect that the
motion should not come inlo ¢fect until next
wack. The meticn had been worded to apply
this week, because he (the Premier) was aware
that many mewbers who usually went away
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from the city on Friday morning would be | business of the House correspondingly,

staying in fown this week all Friday, and
because he bad thought that members might
desire to spend their unoccupied hours in
attending to the business of the country duv-
ing the afternoon rather thun following some
lighter form of work or recreation.

That was all the information vouchsafed
to the House; and the motion was
seconded by the member for Murchison
nodding his head. The Leader of the
Opposition got up and mude some remarks
ag to the number of measures and their
importance, but did not get any informa-
tion from the then Premier. Vet those
members now criticised the action of
Ministers. It was impertincuce for them
to do so0 when they knew they themselves
were the offenders. Tast year they had
not. brought down their Loan Bill until
within three days of the provogation,

after being three months in session; and |

vet members lectured the Government
now. He had consulted the Lender of the
Qpposition in regard to the Government’s
proposals,

Mz. Jomnsow: Why did not the Min-

ister say that at first and save time?

Tree TREASURER: Was the hon.
member a member of the Opposition, or
was he not 7 If he could wot get infor-
mation from his ¢wn leader he must be
content to go withont information. Tt
wus not for the Grovernment to see that
every member sitting on the eross-benches,
every would-be leader of the Opposi-
tion, got information of the Govern-
ment intentions. There were too many
of them ; it would take too much time,
As the result of the conference, he un-
derstood a meeting of the Opposition
was being called. The details asked for
had never been given on a motion of this
sort. He proposed to extend every cour-
tesy to the Leader of the Opposition in
the matter, as bad been usual on the part
of the Government.
had not been allowed for the considera-
tiou of the measures could unot hold, as
most of them had been in the hands of
the Assembly for some wmonths.

especially as consideration of the Esti-
mates was postponed at the request of
the Leader of the Opposition. The Gov-
ernment wished to work in harmony with
the Opposition, in order to make the best
use of the few remaining weeks of the
session.
Question put and passed.

MQ’l‘[ON——GO\’ERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.
Tae TREASURER moved—

That after Wednesday, the 28th November,
the Governwent business shall take prece-
dence of all Motions and Orders of the Day.

Mr. SCADDAN: One question he
hoped the Government would agree to
deal with at an early date was the con-
sideration of the report of the select
comuittee which ingnired into the boiler
explosion at Gwalia. He had not yet
received a reply to his question whether
the Government would afford an oppor-
tanity for discassion.

Mg, WALKER: If this motien were
passed, a matter for the discussion of
which he had been promised an oppor-

© tunity, vamely the appointment of a

The plea that time -

For .

example, the Lund Tax Assessment Biil, -

mnentioned by the Leader of the Opposition,
was introduced on 24th of July. The
House must also take into considera-
tion that the Leader of the Opposition
and himself had been eompelled to be
ubsent from the State for a period of

three weeks, that thie had delayed the |

select commitiee to inquire into the case
of John DMaher, would be absolutely
shelved. He would like to have either
an assurance of some definite under.
standing with the Minister in whose
department, the matter came, or else un
assurance of an opportunity of debate.

Mr. BATH: The statements of the
hon. members for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker) and Tvanhoe {Mr. Seaddan)
were exactly the kind of statement which
actuated him in informing the Treasurer
that be was desirous of consulting his
party on this matter. Due consideration
should be given, more especially to ques-
tions on which promises had been made.

Tue TREASURER (in reply): Aay
representatious made by the Leader of
the Opposition would be taken intn due
considerstion, and every endeavour would
be made to meet the couvenience of that
gentleman and of his party as far as pos-
sible. Hon. members, however, must
recoguise the impossibility of carrying
out the entire Notice Paper: something
would have to go by the board, unless the
sesston wus fo be interminable.

Question put and passed.
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MOTION—KATANNING-KOJONUP
RAILWAY.

TO INQUIRE AS TQO ROUTE, ETC.

Debate resumed trom the 14th Novew.-
ber, on the wotion hy My, H. Brown —

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into and report on the Katanning-
Kojonup Railway, with power to call for
persons and papers, to adjourn from place to
place, and to sit on days during which the
House stands adjournad.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. J. Purce): In connection with
this matter. there is some informution
which I shink it is desirable the House
should have. Tu the first place I should
like to remark thut four peints of view
have to be considered when any of these
agricultural railways are under consider-
ation. The first is that of existing settle-
went; the second, that of opening up
new country; the third, future extension ;
and the fourth, the best possible grade.
1 wish to remind the wmember for Perth
(Mr. H. Brown) that the report by an
ofticer of the Public Works Department,
from which the hon. member quated so
largely, is the report of an cngincer.
Although I have no doubt that the report
of that geotleman, whose opinion was
ussuredly u perfectly honest one—
although in the light of another report
which I have received within the last few
days some of his statements are totally
ingxplicable——was written in entire good
faith, it is not fair to say whether this
line is or is not justified solely on that
report of an engineor.

Mr. H. Brown: You would not vote
for the lime last session.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member says I would not vote for
the line. He knows perfectly well why 1
would not vote for it last session. The
whole of these Bills were brought down,
I think the day before the session closed ;
and therefore, in my opinion, the time
for consideration was insufficient. I
stated in my speech on these Railway Bills
lust session that I was prepared, in
duference to the general opinion on this
particular railway, to support this “par-
ticular railway, and this one only. That
feeling, I think, was a common feeling in
this House.

‘Me. Scappan: You did not vote for it.

Twe MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. gentleman will take the trouble
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to read Hansard, and to refresh hia

memory ——
Me. Scappan: My mewmeory is good
enough.  You know vou did not vote for

the railway.

Me. WaLker:
went home. i

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
vated for this railway, but not for the
other two. That wasthe position.

M=r. Scappan: Refresh your memory.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1f
the hon. member will read Hansard he
will find that my statement is perfectly
correct. This is not the first instance to-
night of members jumping to conclusions
without being sure of their facts. At all
evenls, this opinion from which the
member for Perth quoted, while that of
an engineer, is that of an engineer only.
It is impossible to expect that this gentle-
man, Mr. Wilson, would be conversant
with the general details of Governmnent
policy in so far as these railways are con-
cerned, and I am bound to say that his
report is very considerably discounted by
a report which I unearthed within the
lust few davs, the report which the same
gentleman wrote on the 6th December. T
wish to draw the attention of hon.
members to this, and it is a matter which,
whether a select committee is appointed
or not, I wish to make clear. Mr. Wilson
is out of tawn, and I am unable to obtain
his assistance. I desire to draw the
attention of membhers to the fact that a
report was written condemning absolulely
the line which is now nearing completion,
and that this veporl wus writlen by Mr.
Wilson. Therefore, this is the report
which was very extensively quoted from by
the member for Perth, und that member's
arguments against tlle line were based on
observations in that report. Now, towards
the end of last year, I think about
November, My. Wilson was sent in charge
of a survey party to survey a line from
Katanning to Kojonup; and on the 6th
December last year, that is some five
months before the report from which the
member for Perth has quoted, Mr. Wilson
selected a route which practically covers
the line on which the railway is now
heing counstructed. In  that report he
makes the following remarks :—

You and Mr. Holmes

I enclose a rough tracing showing the ap-
preximate position of what appears to me to
be the best roufe.
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Then again he says in paragraph 5:—

Of course there isno doubt that by using a -

steeper grade, say one in forty, a reduction in
cost would be effected ; but for all the differ-
ence it might make, I do not recommend it.

To show that the route which Mr. Wilson
then selected is almost identical with 1he
route which the Government have now
adopted, T wish to make clear the differ-
cuces in the distance between the route
which he advocated in his report of the
7th May, and which for the sake of veady
distinetion I shall call the north route,
with the route which he advocated on the
6th December, which on the same ground
I shall call the south route. The north
route, at five miles out from Iatanning,
is two and a half wiles distant from the
present line; the south route is under one
and a half miles distant. At ten miles
from Katanning the south route, that
recommended on the 5th December, is
one mile distant from the present route,
while the north route, that advocated on
the 7th May, is five miles distant. At
15 miles, the scuth route is ore mile
distant from the adopted route, and the
north route four miles. At 20 miles, the
south route is under one wmile distant
from the adopted route, while the north
route is four miles distant. At 25 miles,
the south route is practically in the same
place, while the north route is oue mile
distant. At 30 miles from Katanuing,
all the routes converge, or at all
events are running over the same area
shortly before thut point is reached.
It is most extraordinary that there shonld
be this variation iu the recominendation
of Mr. Wilson, and had thut gentleman
beeu present in Perth since: 1 found this
file so that I could have heurd his
account of the wmatter, T am certain I
could have come to the House with some
explanation why there should be such
chunge as fur as the routes of this line
are concerned. I will have this matter
investigated and find out why on the 5th
December he favoured what was prae-
tically the present route, whereas on the
7th ¥May he condemmed it. Tn con-
nection with this line he admils  pracii-
cully that the route now adopted serves
the most centres, hecause in regurd io
the route he is advocating, which is the
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i north route, or No. 2 route as he calls
it, he said :(—

The statement has been made publicly that
No. 2 route {that is the route he first advocated
on May 7th] was away from the bulk of the
settloament. Whilst admitting that this toa
certain extent is true, T wonld point out that
there is no settlement along the first 12 miles
. of the adopted route.
| T wish to draw members' attention to the
fact that the first 12 miles of the adopted
route 1s within the sphere of influsuce of
the Great Southern Railway. What 1
regard as an importamt pniut actuzating
the Government in January last as to
why this present route should be adopted
was clearly sel out by the Leader of Lhe
Opposition in his speech on the Railway
Bill last year, when be suid :—

I believe that of the three proposals, the
one for a line from Katanning to Kejonup is
the one most entitled to consideration, because
it is not a spur line starting anywhere and
ending nowhere, but it must go through a
magnificent belt of country towards Bridge-
town, and would ultimately resolve itself into
& loop line.

Mer DBars: Some new fucts have
cropped up since I made that state-
meut.

Ter MINISTER : T think many of
ns have heard new facts, but I fancy that
in the case of any man who desires to
get to the truth of this matter the new
facts will rather tend to diminish his
opposition to the line. The whole of the
facts were before the Government in
Janvary lagt, and they decided what
route was to be adopted. Tt must be
remembered that Mr. Wilson at that
| time bad no knowledge of the Govern-
ment's intention of ultimately making
this one section a section of a line frow
Katanning which would run right
through the Preston Valley und so on to
the sea. He no doubt looked upon it
o from an engineering point of view, that a
line with & 1 in 40 grade could be mare
easily constructed than a line of 1 in 60,
He advocated in his report of the 7th
May that a 1 in 40 grade is all that can be
obtained except at great expense, The
Government, in view of the fact of the
route adopted and that this line itself
was looked upon as a section of a
through line, felt it was nbsolutely necos-
sary that & 1 m 60 grade should be
adopted.  The difference is this, that for
every four tons which an engine can
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draw along a 1 in 40 route it can draw
six tons along a 1 in 60 route, so that in
@ through line this was a question of
very considerable importance. Of so much
importance was it that the present Pre-
mier and the Treasurer made themselves
personally acquainted with the localities,
taking in view the fact that more settle-
ment would be served by the adopted
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line, that it would give a 1 in 60 grade, .

and that it would form a portion of a
coutinuous line from Katanning right
through say to Donnybrock. Therefore
for those considerations, and also after
carefully considering the country it went
through, the Giovernment of the day con-
gidered thai this should be the route
constructed. There were one or two inac-
curacies which the member for Perth made
when he was delivering his speech. Tam
quite sure they were not wilful,and I know
that he will not mind my correcting him.
He drew some attention to the sleepers
which he stated were being nsed. From
the information I have received I can tell
bim that the sleepers on this particular
line are either of jarrah or white-gum.
He also stated salmon-gum sleepers were
being used, or something to thut effect.
‘Whoever gave him that mformation was
incorrect. I um not going to admit that
if salmon-gum had been used it would
have been unsoitable, because we have
experience in this State of salmon-gun
sleepers which have been in use and
apparently have not diminished in use-
fulness for some years on the goldfields.
I am told—I do ot profess to he an
expert—that in some parts of the country
salmon-gum is an excellent wood and can
be used with safety, whereas in other
parts it is dangerous and is liable to be
attacked with white ants and so on. At
all events the hon. member can rest
assured that every inguiry is being made
into this particular matter so far as the
officers of my department are concerned.
I am not going to oppose this select com-
mittee, becavnse whilst in the hon. mem-
ber's speech there is no direct charge
against any particular person, there is an
undercurrent of snggestion that improper
things have heen going on, which I for
one do not like. 1 do not anticipate any
new information will be made available
to the House as the result of such inquiry,
and it is very certain that the course of
the line caunot possibly be altered,
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because it is practieally completed; but
1 am not going te burk this inquiry,
and if the hon. gentleman iusists, the
couutry can be put to the expense and
the whole thing can be inquired into. I
am making this statement simply because
he has made almost suggestions as to
improprieties. He way know something
I do uot know, but I feel sure that all
those who have been associzted with this

. line have done what they believe to be in

the hest interests of this country. Looking
at it from this point of view, I take it that
whilst an engineer muy express a strong
objection to a route, il is not expected
that he cin look at it from the all-round
standpoint of u nan say like the Pre-
mier, who not only lovks at the engineer-
ing aspect but also looks at the future
development of the railway and takes
into consideration many factors which an
engineer is not called upon to decide. I
am quite content to leave the matter in
the hands of the House. If the hon.
member persists in asking for that
inquirv, he shall have it.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): A
few winutes will content me on this
question. T just desire to say that the
speech of the member for Perth v in-
troducing this motion ubsolutely justifies
the attitnde taken up by members on this
(Opposition) side of the House as wellas
some on the other side as to the necessity
for greater inquiry and consideration
than was given to those raillways when
introduced last session, We pointed out
then that the time for discussion was
altogether too short, and that the infor-
matinn supplied was insufficient. T am
quite satisfied, apart from the merits or
demerits of the railway from Katanning
to Kojonup, it would have been infinitely
better in the interests of the railway itself
and of this House and the people of the
conntry that such consideration should
have been extended, instead of these rail-
way Bills being rushed through in the
mauner they were. 1cannot say anything
in regard to this railway——

Ter Treasurer: It was the only line
you supported.

Me. BATH : T cannotsayn great deal in
regard to this proposal other than T con-
sidered it wasa portion of & cross-country
line which would ultimalely link it to the
South-Weslern Railway and the Great
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Southern, and it was from that point of
view I rega.rded it as the best proposition
of the three. I know from the experienceof
New South Wales and Victoria that the
policy of spur railways has been disastrous
in many respects,and thereportsof therail-
wuy departments in those two States will
bear out my contention, There is abso-
lute justification for the argument ad-
vanced by members on this side that
before we cowmit ourselves to such
propositions, and even hefore we are
asked to discuss thew, we should have
some sort of advisory board to report on
them. Tam going to vote for a select
committee because I believe that whbile
it will nol be sufficient to prevent the
construetion of this line, which is almeost
completed, it will at least give some
indication as to the advisability of pur-
suing this policy, and will give us an
investigation into the construction of this
line which will be of advantage to the
House in regard te other railway pro-
posals. Therefore, without farther ve.
marks upoun the cuestion, I desire to
support the motion.

Mr. A.C. GULL (Swan): If a select
committee is appointed, the scope of the
inquiry should be extended to the Wagin-
Dumbleyung line with a view to-ascertain-
ing what sort of life there is for salmon-
gum sleepers, also the size and generally
the way the salmon-gum timber is being
put in. I admit that in sowe localities
cerfain tinbers belonging to those locali-
ties are good sound timbers, whereas the
same tiwber in another place is rotten;
and when T bear in mind that these
salmon-gum sleepers are being putin on
the half-round, it necessarily follows that
there is a great deal of salmon wood used
in sleepers. If these salmon-gum sleepers
were pruned out of trees, I should be
more inclined to agree that they would
be all right; but where there are s muny
saplings I certainly think there is u con-
siderable amount of danger, more
especially as it would ounly be a matter of
another twopence or threepence for sleeper
freight to send white-gum sleepers where
white-gum sleepers could not be obtained,
As to the lne from Xatanning to
Eojonup, the sleepers could be got there.
The difference in the amount of freight
would be very little to carry them on 1o
the Wagin-Dumbleyuag line. We know
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as a fact that white-gum is ove of the
best woods we have in the c¢ountry, and
that being the case I thiuk it would be
very advisable that the scope of this in-
quiry, if granted, should extend to that
line; and the inquiry would then deter-
mine whether it would not be better
to place white-gum sleepers hewn from
the slip on this Katanning-Kojonup line
country in lieu of the experiment in the
other direction.. This is more particu-
larly the case when we have already some
12 miles ou the Goomalling-Dowerin line
just completed with this wodd. That is
quite sufficient as an experiment; and
where it is only a guestion of a few pence
per sleeper I should be very much in
favour of white-gum being used in leu
of the other. I move an amendment—

That the words “and the Wagin-Dumbleyung
Railway * be inserted after Ratlwu.y >

Mr. J.C. G FOULKES (Claremont) :
I think the member for Perth has done
good servige by this motion, moved in
order that members should have full in-
formation regarding the districts which
the Government in office last session
decided to provide with railways. I am
quite satisfied that the Government have
correctly estimated the necessity for the
Katanning-Kojonup line. I have always
looked on that railway as justified not in
the interest of the Kojonup district
alone; for I felt quite certain, particularly
after the explanation given by Mr. Drew,
Minister for Lands in the last Govern-
ment, that after a short time there must be
commuuication from the Great Southern
line to the South-Western district. Any
person who looks at a map of the district
will see this is one of the first lines which
should he made. Of course it is quite
true, as the member for.Perth mentioned,
there is some element of doubt as to
whether the route selected is the best. I
am well aware some people in that dis-
trict would prefer another route. For
instance, I know the people of Broomebill
would have been better pleased had the
route been from Broowehill to Kojonup
instead of from Katanning to Kojonup.
Personally 1 have not sufficient knowledge
to decide which town should have heen
selected for the starting-peint. But in
every district where a railway is proposed
we never find the people unanimous on
the question of route. If we waited till
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the whole of the people of a district were
unanimous a3 to the route, tve should
have to wait indefinitely for the construe-
tion of any ruilway. I feel sure the in-
quiry by the select committee will reveal
the necessity for this railway, after the
comiunittee inspect the district and sce the
large number of setilers there. 1hopein
a year or iwo that the present Govern-
ment, or whatever Government may bein
power, will realise the need for con-
structing a line from Katanning to some
town on the Soath-Western Railway.

How. F. H. P1IESSE (Katanniog) : In
reference to the amenduent of the mem-
ber for Swau, if an iuguiry is to be held
it should embrace both the railways to be
constructed in this districl. It seems
rather lute in the day to make an inquiry,
as [ said when speaking on the main
question ; for the Dumbleyung line has
already heen built for u certain distance,
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and as to the other line, the varthworks

are nearing completion. However, I am
ouly ton anxiouns to afford all the informa-
tion I possess, believing ns I do that
when the information is obtained any
fears expressed by wmembers will be
allayed by an examination of the country.

for themselves the nature of the country
through which the lines pass. They will

so as to Justify their action.
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through it. I feel that much good can be
done by such an inquiry as is now pro-
posed, for it will take members out of town
to sev the evuntry. 1t is only on special
occasions that we have the pleasure of
seeing them in the country, and their
koowledge of country districts is not
gained by practical experience. They
know some work is going on, but without
oculur demonstration they do not know
how important it is that the wants of the
country districts should be supplied. I
thercfore feel such an inguiry as this will
result in good. However, it seems to me
an inquiry at this stage will net be a
great advantage, but would be much
more advantageous if it had reference to
the pew lines proposed by the Govern-
meat, The information usked for by the
mover should have been in the possession
of members tefore we decided to build
these important railways; und as notice
of intended new railways bas been given
much earlier this session than last session,
information will no doubt be lid on
the table in time by the Government
Such
information was given lust session, but
because of the short period between the

. date when 1t was tabled and the consider-
I take it that the select committee, if |
appointed, will visit the district and see .

see also the residents along the lines and -

throughout the localities to be served.
Of course there will always be jealousy

for Claremont, who has just spoken,
mentioned several possible points of
junction with the main line. We have
heard of rival points of junction in con-
nection with other raillway projects.
To-night the Treasurer mentioned that
bhecanse of the numerous points of
juaction proposed for the Chapman rail.
way, no point hag as vet been fixed. That
is a reason why inquiry should be made,
and it exemplifies the fact so often
adduced in this Houvse, that such
inquiries are necessary. But I may point
out that the many miles of railway built
from time in this country have beeo built
solely on the information obtained by
the officials whu inspected the country,
from local residents who knew the
country, and from men who travelled

ation given to the Railway Bills, it could
not be ussimilated by members generally,
If the routes of proposed railwaysand the
districts they are to serve will not stand
inspection by members, the projects are

. not justified ; and ifthey arve not justified,
. the suvoner that is known the better, and
in any distriet through which o railway
is to be constructed; and the member

the providing of the information in due
course will save the need for such motions
after the projects bave been agreed to by
the House. It would help us materially
were such inquiries made before the Bills
were passed. The Katanning-Kojonup
is not a railway of a spur.line character.
The Dumbleyung railway line will be
ultimately extended far into the ingerior,
and the Kojonup live will, we hope,

* vonnect ultimately with the South-Wes-

[

tern railway, As I understand, the
Government have proposed a railway
from Preston towards Kojonup, and I
think the bleiter course for the select
comnittee will be to go 1o Preston,
travel from thence by the route proposed
to Kojonup, thence to Katanning, thence
to Wagin. and eventuaily to inspect the
country between Wagin and Dumble-
yung. They will thus have a good round
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trip with an opportunity of seeing the
country, Any information gained will
be an advanfage to them, and will expe-
dite the passing of any measure connected
with the proposed railways and routes I
have wmentioned. Much time can be
saved in that manner, though cognisance
must be taken of the reports presented
in the first instance by those who in-
spected the country, reports which justify
the lines, and of all the information
given to the House by the Government
themselves, who are in a position to
obtain the information. It was from
such informution in the past that we
built something like a thousand miles of
railway nonder conditions very similar to
those of the Katanuing line. In years
past we had no more information than
was given in that case; and it is quite an
unique experience to find that after a
railway is sanctioned by Parliament and
is practically built, an inguiry is de-
manded. At the same time [ do not
wish to oppose that nguiry, believing it
will fully justify the action of the Gov-
ernment. Of course there wili be some
discontents; there will be people whao
wish the line to go nearer their home-
steads, some who hoped it would go
right through tbeir homesteads. We
shall find such people in every district
where a railway 18 proposed, as well as
people who say that some ather point of
junction than that selected would have
been better. However, the inquiry will
elicit the facts. I rose to support the
amendment for an inguiry as to the
Dumbleyung line also; and as to the
timber, as I pointed out here, I am
perfectly satisfied that the use of white-
gom sleepers on the Katanning-Kojonup
line is quite justified, and that the timber
is most durable.
Awmendment put and passed.

M= H. BROWN (in reply as mover):

I am pleased to find the Government do !

not oppose the appointment of the select
committee. I think my motion quite
justified by the paupers placed on the file
m another place. Tt seems passing
strange, after a motion in another place
that all the papers in conaection with this
railway Dbe tabled, the Minister should
come here with other papers unot pliced
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on the table in another place. I say those
reports were dated back as far as last | bers of the select committee can come to
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December—I think Tam right in gquoting
the Minister for Works—and the first
notification on the existing file is dated
the 11th January. - Itis very well for the
Minister for Works to impress upon us
that this is to be a loop line. Would
anyone, considering the volume of traflic
on this line, agree to its being construcied
in the flimsy manner adopted ?  Last
year the Minister for Lunds stated such
ines would cost a thousand pounds a
mile. We now find the line from Owea’s
Anchorage to Jandakot, a short spur line,
costing over £4,000 a mile. If this
House had believed that a line costing a
thousand pounds a mile was to be a loop
line carrying practically the whole traffic
of the Ghreat Southern Railway through
the country to the south-westward, would
that line bave been built? Even Mr,
Price himself, now Minister for Works,
said last year:—

We should receive information from the
Lands Department as to the quality of the
land to be opened up, I mean detailed infor-
mation; we should get specific information as
to the amount of settlement along the rail-
ways, and ag to exactly how much cultivation
is going on. We ought to hear from the
Government what other lines they have under
consideration of a similar nature; and reasons
should be given to us why these three lines are
selected before any others.

In conclusion, I think the arguments for
the appointment of the select committee
are fully justified ; and my only reason
for moving was the statement by the
Engineer-in-Chief, that for years the
Katanning-Kojonup line would mean a
loss to the State of over £4,500 per
annum. Surely it is within the province
of members to paunse before agreeing
to the construction of any other
spur lines such as we now see
in the schedule to the present Loun
Bill, until we have some information
ag to the likelihood of their paying.
That is my sole reason for moving for
thig select committee, to see that the
country is not pledging itself to an in.
creased debt for lines thaf will not pay.
It has been said by the Leader of the
Opposition that the spur lines prac-
tically ruined Victoria for a preat nmmber
of years. I thank the Government on
this occasion and also the member for
Katanning for the suggestion that the
round trip should be made, so that mem-



Agricultural Bank.

this Hoose and state practically whether
the lines were justified or not.

Question as anended put and passed.

Ballot taken, and a eommitteeappointed
consisting of Mr. Angwin, Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Mongar, Mr. Underwood, with Mr.
H. Brown as mover; with the usual
powers, and to report on the 11ih
December.

RILL-AGRICULTURAL BANK.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of five umendmenis requested
by the Legislalive Council now conridered
in Committee; Mg, InLiNeworTH in the
Chuair, the Howorary MrvisTER in charge
of the Bill,

Clause 7, Subclause 2, line 2, strike
out * three” and iusert “ two " :

Tag HONORARY MINISTER : This
amendment provided that trustees should
hold office for two years instead of three
years. The alterativn was immaterial.
He moved that the amendment be made.

Mw. HOLMAN: The period of three
years was not too long. It was not
advisable to accept the amendment,

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: No
tnatter for what peried trustees were ap-
pointed they could be and probably would
he renppointed, hut there might be reasons
why a terin of two years might be con-
venient. For instance if a trustee
decided to retire at the end of the second
vear it would give the Government an
opportunity of appointing someone from
another part of the State,

Question passed, the Council’s vequest
agreed 1o,

Clause 28--Subclause
insert after “*to” the
fourths of ™*:

Tur HONORARY
moved—

That the amendment be not made.

This ultered a vital principle of the Bill,
As a rule, the applications he wpproved
of showed a considerable margin, nverag-
ing 50 per cenf.  Every application for a

{3), line 2,

words

MINISTER

“ three- '
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1

loas provided a secnrity which in Jiself.

was sufficient for the advance. To alter
the advance to three-fuurihs would make
the Bill less liberal than the Act we were
amending.

Question passed, the amendment not
made.
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Clause d4l-—amended verbally and
consequentially, as requested.

Resolutions  reported; the report
adopted.

A coinmittee consisting of Mr. Mitchell,
Mr. Bath, and Mr. Foulkes drew up
reasons for refusing to make the amend-
ment in Clause 28.

Reasons adopted, and a message
accordingly returved to the Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1906-7.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.

AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT; the
Horxorary Minister (Mr. J.
Mitchell) in charge.

Vote— Agricuiture, £48,338:

ON THESE ESTIMATES GENERALLY.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In
introducing these Estimates, I would like
the Comwittee to realise thaut we have
endeavoured to practise economy in fram-
ing them. It will be noticed that we
have reduced the total amount by £5,900;
and not only have we done this, but I
think I can claim that the work of the
depattment has considerably increased.
Members will find that during the last
ten years the number of stock throughout
the State in almost every direction has

, increased. This is highly satistactory.

And whilst it is satisfactory I would like
the Committee to realise that it all means
additional work for the department. In
connection with the stuck branch the
most  satisfrctory increase during the
past ten yvears is in the number of cattle.
ihey have multiplied about threefeld
during that time, and I think it may be
taken for granted that within a short
period wany of these caftle will be em-
1oyed in the important work of dairying.
Amongst ibe work carried out by this
depurtmeit, is the encouragement of the
production of butter for export and in
producing meat that will pass through
the freezers. There has been i marked
increase in fruit, and T hope in a very
short time the 14,000 acres we now
have under fruit trees will come into
bearing, and that we shall supply the
whole of the requirements of our people.
It is quite certain that in thiz State we
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shall have no need to import Eruit at all,
in fact there should be ne need to 1nport
anything that we require to feed our
people. In connection with the produc-
tion of fruit the refrigerating works must
play a very important part. As the
result of experiments made in the Gov-
ernment freezing works in connection
with froit, the display of fruit at the
Royal Agricultural Show indicuted that
the storage of fruit will be a very
important question in the near future.
There is no reason at all why the fruit
from oar own orchards should not be
held for local consumption. We send
home fruit in cool storage from this
State, and fruit is being sent from other
States for the purpose of feeding people
in the old country. But it is more im-
portunt to feed oor own people, and I
look forwurd to the time when we shall
do this by the aid of the freezing works,
In the rveport furnished by the de-
partment it will be seen that apples
were put into the freezing works when
they were worth 10s. a case, and
were taken out within a few weeks
when they were worth 22s. a case,
showing a profit of about 100 per cent.
That is highly satisfactory to the man
who puts the truit into the refrigerator,
though it is not quite so satisfactory to
the man requiring the fruit.

Mer. Barer: What was the cost of
keeping the fruit inside 7 :
Toe HONORARY MINISTER:

About 2d. per week, or about 2s. 10d.
altogether, | think. It shows 100 per
cent. profit on the first cost of the fruit;
which is highly satisfactory as far as it
goes. T Lope the freczers will be used
extensively, and, if they are, it will not
only put up the price to the producer but
will also put down the price to the coun-
sunser.

Mz Baru: Is it the freexing that
makes the apples dry and pithy, as those
one buys at the present tine are?

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: 1
cannot tell ; hut my friend opposite must
often have eaten apples after they have
been in cool storage in America for many
months before they land here. That
being so, [ hope it will be possible for us
to hold fruit without deterioration. T
believe that apples held in the Govern-
ment coul storage shed during the past

vear were turned out in excellent condi- |
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tion, aund very little deteriorated in
quality hy being held for some mounths.
An experiment has been made of holding
fruit for some months—grapes, apples,
pears, and some of the softer fruits—
with very salisfactory results indeed.
Orchardists in this State may well con-
gratulate themselves upon the fact that
by using the Government refrigerator
they obtain a local market which will
absorb all they can produce, and are
guaranteed, over the year, prices that
will be always payable. During the
year we have spent a consider-
able sum of money, something over
£5,000, in renovating the freezing works,
with the result that our works are now in
perfect order and it is possible for us to
do a considerable amount of good work,
and not only in the direction of storing
fruit and eggs and other small articles of
farm produee—we expect in a short fime
to be able to hold a considerable number
of locally-produced lumbs in the freezers,
not only in the GGovernment works but
algo we hope in other refrigerating works
in the State. In this connection I wish
to say that I think there is a great future
before Western Australia. There is no
reason at all, to my mind, why we should
not in the very near future expurt frozen
lambs in large quantities. During the
past tweive months T have had uppor-
tunities of seeing a great deal of the lands
of this State, and [ am quite sure, from
what I have seen, that there are great
things ahead of us. TIn this lamb trade
alone there is any wmount of rovmn for
development. 1n my travels I have found
that in many parts of the Stale sheep-
owners are able to dv very well indeed
under present conditions; but it has to
be remembered that the market is limited,
Owing to our present method of dealing
with fat stock a prodacer can only sell
lambs for three months in the vear, and
vnless he sells them during that time he
rans a risk of overstocking, or at any rate
of having left on his hands stock for
which he should have had the cash. [Mr.
H. Brown interjected.] In answer to the
hon. member,.T gay that he is absolutely
wrong. 1 had a telegram a few days ago
from South Australia giving the price of
lainbs fit for export at from J2s. 6d. to
15s., whereas it is impossible here to get
158. except for a few of the very best
lambs we can produce. Tt is not a ques-
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tion of meat being higher in price here
than elsewhere. but a guestion of making

the lunds of this State do what they
ought to de. If the people of other
parts of Australia can turn their acres to
good account, why should we vot try to
do satoo? I think we should try to do
as New Zealand has done. In a wvery
few yvears, from exporting 8,000 lambs
New Zealand in 1900—just six years
after her export trade in lambs com-
menced—advanced to 3,000,000 lambs.
1f we could look forward to a similar
expart trade in lambs during the next six
sears it would be a glorous thing for
thig State. At any rate [ huve no fear
about the business. 1 think this is one
of the great works before the Guvern-
mnent, nnd I hope that in the near future
it will be undertaken seriously. In re-
gard to stock generally, it 13 a guod
thing to be able to sav that we are free
from disease. We huve a Stock Depart-
ment which does a considerable amount
of work; and. as 1 have suid, the work
1s increasing. At the samne time, jt is a
cood thing to know that we are free in-
deed from disease amongst our stock.
There are few countries in the world
which have not difficulties in this con-
nection. As wmembers know, we have
erected during the vear a counsiderable
mileage of rabbit-proof fence. and to-day
there is something over 1,600 miles of the
fence nnder the control of the depart-
ment.  So far the fence is entirvely satis-
factory, and hus done its work thoroughly.
The rabbits, of course, arenot very plenti-
ful, and between the fences there are very
few rabbits; and it the work of exter.
mination is as successful in the future ns
it has been in the past, I hope it will he
many vears hefore the pest becowes
troublesvive in the settled districts. At
any rate, the fence has been well erected,
and so far as we knew there ave nn rab-
bits on the western side of it.

Mg. Scappan: OF which fence ¥

The HONORARY MINISTEK.: The
No. 2; the nearer fence. 1In regard to
experimental farms I would like to make
a lew remarks. The farms have not
been the success which might have leen
expected.

Mg. Bary : All of them ?

- -

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: The !

farms geverally. The Hamel fann may
Ye vited as an exception; but generally

r27 Novesner, 1906.] Agricultural Depuriment. 3135

they have not done the work we expected.
The Chapman farm did good work in
opening up that country, and in that

« eonnection it has been very satisfactory;

but it is a long way from Geraldton, and,
being difficult to get at, it has not done
the educational work it would have done
if it had been wnore conveniently situated.
In regard to the position of these farms,
it was a gond idea alwavs to put down
temporary experimental farms on poor
lund ; in fuct, whenever the land of this
country regquives to be epened up, I think
it is the work of the Goveroment to put
down temporary experimental farms, and
that might well be dene ou poor land, and
land of every variety. But when it comes
to putting down a permanent farm, the
best land available ought to be selected.
The Government farmn is regarded as the
show place of the district, and it cer-
tainly should be the show place of the
country. If, as was the case with Narro-
gin, poor land is selected, it can have only
one result. Tt is not possible to do
very wuch with poor land, and it isa
great mistake to suppose that the manager
of u Guvernment farm on poor land, and
with poor tools, can do as good work as
he would prebably do with better.
In this connection I wish to say that I
saw & letter the other day from a director
of agriculture in one of the Eastern
States in which be referred to the fuct
that the farm he is contrelling consists of
some of the best land in the colony; and
he also stated that as a result he was able
1o keep a considerable number of sheep
of several varieties, aud to keep them as
they ought to be kept. Those who know
anything about stock-raising koow that
only the best land produces the best
stock. The result is to make it an easy
matter for that gentleman not only to
he lLeenly interested in his work, but
also to make u great success of it.
In this State, unfortunately the principal
furm—1 refer to the old farm at Narro-
gin—is poor land. The land recently
purchased is of much betler quality;
still, T think we might have done better
than that. I am svrry indeed we have
not, somewherc near to Perth, established
a farm on the best of our land, as T think
it would have been a good development
for our State, and certainly the work of
education would not have been lessened
by the fact that we were carrying out the
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work on good land instead of very poor
soil. [n connection with agricultural
education, as mewmbers know we have
certain number of students in that depart-
ment, and it seems to we the idew of
training these young men is a right one.
T am not sure we are going to receive the
result we might have received by different
methods, but at the sawe time we are
doing good work, aud we are taking these
stadents at a very low fee. Members
will realise that these students ave going
to be cared for, and that the State has to
bear this cost. In the minds of many
members, this charge is written up
against the work of the furms., 'That i3
not right. A certain number of these
students are certainly helpful. A certain
number of them carry on the work of
plougbing and the other work on the
farm, but in a general way thev are
simply students. There are 4 odd
students now, and they cannot of course
earn their living on the limited aren of
land they are called upon to cultivate.
They are getting a practical education
there, and I believe the State will, in the
end, gain by the outlay. I mention this
because I think it is right that the farms
shoulduotbe debited with the education of
these young men. In connection with
our agricaltural staff, members will find
there is o vofe of £3.000. This subsidy
is doing a tremendous amount of good,
I consider. An object lesson has been
provided at several centres, which must
make for good. Farmers have been able
to see, for instance, stock of the very
best (|ud.ht_y exhibited at the Royal
Show. Probably many farmers desirous
of going into the breeding of stock of
various kinds, whils at that show and at
other shows thronghout the State, have

gained a considerable amount of informa-

tion which will be verv useful to them.
Altogether I cousider that this subsily is
very well spent, when we remember that
there are other advantages, and that the
State dovs not lose the whole of this
£3,000. There is & considerable amount
of railway traflic, and in cousequence
much expenditure in various ways, which
of course must mean revenue. There is
one item al the bottom of the list which
has been inecreased, unfortunatety, namely

the amount for the destruction of wild |

dogs.  Dogs have been very troublesome
during the last 12 months in destroying
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muny shecp in various parts of the State.
We find it necessary to ask for an
increase in this vote.

Mg. Bara: You ought to ask for a
vote for the destruetion of wild cats.

Tre HONORARY MINISTER:
There are muny animals we can well do
without. 1 would like to assure the
people of the State in this connection
that we are not unmindful of our duty.
It certuinly is the duty of the State to
keep wild animals in check, and we
propose uext session to introduce a Bill
which will give local Dbodies power to
tax, with the idea of raising an amount
which will be subsidised by the Govern-
ment. We have increused the vote to
£2500, and I think this will meet
every obligation for the present, and
do a considerable awount of good. The
only other item, unfortunately, on my
estimates iz that of the Agricultural
Bank. This institution, as members
know, is in a very satisfactory position
indeed. We have lent £600,000 to about
3,000 people. Three thousand furmers
have had money from this bank during
the past 12 years, and that money las
done Wonderfulh good work. Seemg
that the amount lent is only £600,000,
members will agree that it has been very
well spread. We could not very well
have helped a much larger number of
people than we have helped with the
money available.

MesmeeEr: How many farms are on
your hands ?

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: Not
a single farm is on our hands, #nd I do
not think we ate likely to have.one. As
I said when speaking a litile while ago,
the margin of securily in almost every
case is very considerable, very wmuch more
g0 than members would be likely to
imagine, Of the three thousand loans
we have made, about 380 bave been
repaid altogether; that is to say the
borrowers have been able to repay us
entirely. The amount of £86,668 has
been repaid altogether. The penocl of
repayment, that is the period at the end
of five yvears, has been reached by many
of our bourrowers, and almost without
exception they have responded to their
obligations without any trouble. During
the first ten months of this year, we have
approved of 1,200 loans, amounting in
all to £175,000. 1 think that generally
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the work of this bank wust be con-
sidered ae satisfactory. 1 know
could not be more so.  The Act has heen
administered by Mr. Paterson I think

" those of other
it

as liberally as we might have expected, .

and I trust that when the appoint-

such vexatious delays as bave occur-
red in the past will disappear. I
hope also that he may see his way
to treat his customers a little more
liberally in some cuses. We have some
complaints, of course.  Where the whole
of the responsibility rests on one man, I
think it is strange we have not bad more
complaints, However, with the altera-
tion of the law I hope thete will be less
cause for complaint on the part of our
clients, and 1 sincerely hope, as far as I
atn concerned, that chents will have that
£400,000 which will be available when
my Bill becomes luw.

Mr. T. H. BATH : Lookiog at the
cstimates of the Agricultural Department
controlled by the Minister who had just
given such a lucid explanation of his
vstimates, ome wust say that taking
them as they appeared hefore us the
estimates of this Blinister were fhe one
bright spof in an atmosphere of gloom,
so far as the Estimales as u whole were
concerned. The lubourer was worthy of
his hire. From all appearances, the hon.

gentleman had put good work imto the |

department, and if the Treasurer thought
he was getting £200 too much and his
other colleagues considered they were
being paid too highly, one hoped they
would at least recoguise the services
of the Minster for Agriculture, and
pass him along the £1,200 which
would be docked from the other salaries.
The State should assist to build up an
export trade, so that farmers might find
a market for their wares. In Adelaide
the State Export Depét was highly suc-
cessful, reducing considerably the cost of
marketing produce, and showing a profit
of 31 per cent. on the money invested by
the Government. The woney which we
voted for the development of our agri-
culture would be wmore wisely expended
on a State Export Depit than on works
which could by no streich of imagination
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States which
export depits; and the competition
should e ou equoal terms. We should
decide whether our experimental farms
were to be purely experimental or to be

provided

. schools of instruction in farming. If the
ment of the three trustees is effected, -

be termed reproductive, such as the pro- .
. in slackening the efforts to keep the

vision of poultry pens at Claremont.
Qur farmers must shortly compete with

latter, as in America, we could not expect
them to pay. Many of the Amencan
farming schools were free, the advantage
derived being that a number of intellee-
tnal young men were weaned from other
porsnits to agriculture. The Minister
was to be commended for his announce-
ment that the State should not depart
from business methods by sclecting the
worst possible land for experimental
farms. T'he Narrogin farm land could
not be regarded as a successful proposi-
tion. It was foredoomed to failure; in
faet, considering the disadvantages, good
worll was done there, and the Press
attack on the farm and on a former
Administration was regreftable. Other
States had bad similar experiences. Tn
New South Wales village settlements
were started near Sydney, at the worst
possible spof, where men new to agricul-
tural pursuits were set to till the soil.
South Australia effected a similar settle-
ment in ong of the most wrid regions of
the country. In both cases failure was
inevitable. If we tried experimental
farms we must select the best land avail-
able, and our methods must be up-to-
date. The Agricultueral Journal seemed
to be a good production, apparently
of great advantage to the agriculturists,
amongst whom it was circulated free asa
means of instruction; but considering its
advertisements, why did it not show a
profit ¥

Tue Howorary MinisTErR: A profit
was anticipated shortly.

Me. BATH : The report of the De-
partment of agriculture stated that the
loss was about £150 per annum ; this in
spite of 36 pages of advertisements in the
Journal.  As to raubbits, the department
reported that good work was bemg done
along the fence, and economy was shown
in the smaller amount set down for the
cwrtent veawr.  Recognising the grave
menace consequent on the rabbits, could
the Minister assure the House that the
cutting down of the item would
not mvolve a possibility of danger

rabbits on the other side of the fence?
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becauseany temporary saving which might
mean an increase of rabbits on this side |
of the fenee wouldl in the near future be !
more than counterbalanced by the iu-
creased cost involved in protecting the
western agricultural districts from the
rabbits,

[M=r. Dacrisu took the Chair.]

Hon. F. H. PIESSE had listened with
congiderable interest to the remarks of
the Honorary Minister, who so clearly
placed before wmembers the facts in con-
nection with his depurtment. It was
well that we had in charge of the depart-
ment one 8o practical in work connected
with land, and who brought to bear on
the department influences which were
beneficial to it becanse they came from
such a practical man, and one who was
so successful himself in  agricultural
matters in his own district. Even for
the short time the Minister Ind had con-
trol of the department the country had
benefited, and it would be disappointing
if success did not follow the efforts the
Minister had made. Economy was justi-
fied in certain divections ; hut at the
sime time we should not jeopardise the
advautages which the cxpenditure of
money was likely to have In- certain
directions, especially in the direction of
the menace of rubbits. [t would be a
great disaster if the rabbits gor west of
No. 2 fence, bt the Minister fully
recognised the iwportanve of carefully
watching the iulerests of the country in
this watter, and of preventing the large
expenditure already incurred on the
fence being lost to the State. It
was frequently sald that ve matter how
well fences were coustructed they were
not likely to he of benefit for a long
pertod. Tt was said thal this was the
experience of the Eastern States; but on
the Queensland border the erection of
fences was of considerable advantage, nund
helped to keep back the invoads of
rabbits, espectally in  some districts,
Having had the experience of other
counbries we should be more success.
ful than other places, and the large
expenditure incurred would hear good
fruit in preventing farther inroads of
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brought about, adding  wealth

rabbits towards the west, and more
especially into the vich and valuable |
northern areas. Having had an oppur- |

tunity of seeing the fence and the methods |

Agrienlinral Department.

adopted in yregard to supervision, he
agreed that everything was being done
thut could be done to fully prolect the
interests of the State in the direction of
keeping back the ralibit pest. Had the
hour been carlier, one could perhaps have
attempted to do more justice to these
estimates and to place before members
facts in regard to various points touched
on, but he would touch on one or two
matters briefly. In regard to the great
developuent taking place, the Minister
must bave a most interesting department
to look after, in watching the advances
made in diffevent parts of the country
and in giving assistance by means of his
officers and the means at his disposal.
The Minister veferred to the great
increase of stock in the last year or two.
It was most encouraging. Western Aus-
tralia ut ome time was looked upon as a
country that could not preduce sufficient
med, to satisfy requirements; but as a
consequence of improved methods, such
as ringbarking in wooded disiricts, the
substuntial fencing of all parts of the
country, the sinking of dams, and improv-
ing the breed of stock, especially sheep,
a tremendous increase in stock had been
to the
community. In the Great Southern Tis-
{ricts there was evidence every day of
the great inerease of wealth being brought
about by improved methods in regard to
sheep. Wool wus a great factor in build-
ing up the national wealth of a country,
an.l the eyes of the people were now being
directed towards the more temperate parts
of the State. The improvement in the
breed about doubled the yield in wool
from the carcase. Off a crossbred Shrop-
shire from the merino it took 72 fleeces
to fill a bale, an average of a litile over
5lbs., wherens with the improved breed
of sheep 40 fleeces filled a bale with an
avernge of 9ilbs., so that not only did
the carcase carry an increased weight of
wool, but the woul was of a superior class
and mennt, greater wealth io the people.
Yesterday two large train londs of sheep
passed through Katuoning to an estate
about 15 miles east from Broome Hill
taken up by a settler from the North-
West.  There were in fhese trains 6,000
sheep which had heen brought from the
North to be depastured in the Great
Southern District, and that had been
done in many cases recently, The sum
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of £120,000 had heen paid by Noerth-
West settlers to purchuse land in the
Great Southern District to eurry on im-
proved breeding methods. It was spme-
times said that it was prefevable to have
wheat-growing on the Great Southern
lands, but the sheep farmer was a. pioneer
not to be despised. He opened up the
conptry in the direction indicated. The
eyes of stock-breeders had been directed
to the district because of its climatic con-
ditions. The country was like the far.
famed Woestern District of Victoria,
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had been proved by the reports received.
Our recent experience showed that we
vcouhd hold our own with wny part of
Australin, espocially in the growing of
apples.  As we had o land favoured for

~ the growth of this fruit and other fruoits,

known to he the richest of the pastoral .

districts of Victorma; and now the Great
Southern Distriet, which was previnusly
looked upon as practicatty worthless
from a stock point of view, was being

sought for by people who knew the value

of land. The steps taken in the direc.
tion indicated must lead to an increased
production of lambs, a subject touched
upon by the Minister. It had already
given so much wealth to New Zealand
and to the Australian States, particularly
New South Wales and South Australia,
and it would mean w great deal of wealth
for Weastern Australia, because we weru

go well situated geographically, better in |
that respect than the other States of

Australia, to deal with the sheep trade.
We would have the advantage of the
experience of the other States. We
would bave the bhest refrigerators to
be oblained, and that at o less
cost, because we bhad gained . by the
experience for which others had paid,

Therefore we in Western Australia were |

in a much better position. This went to

ghow thut the words of the Minister could
be borne out fully by experience, and

this
It

showed what enormous wealth
country was capable of producing.

was indeed a fair land, and he hoped |

great advance would be made in every
part of our country, especialty in the

favoured South-Western country, in the

near future. He did not for & moment
wish to despise the great advantage lhe
country had obtained from the discovery
of gold. It was the first incentive to
help us forward, and we were now hene-
fiting from it.
must recugnise that we must leok to the
land for onr greatest and lasting wealth.
The question of fruil growing had been
touched on, and it was said that onr fruit
was equal to any frait in the world : that

At the same time, we |

we must have a great future before wus.
We conld grow apples and oranges in the
same orchard, which was a unigue experi-
ence and showed how well we were situated
from a climatic standpoint. And when we
looked at the advantages we possessed in
having sueh a country capable of so much
advancement, and conmpared our position
with that of Tasmania, which country
conld not, grow the inmense quantity of
grapes we conbd, it must hecome a great
sourer of wenlth, especially from the
drviug  process of prapes. We must
benehit from that in the near future, and
our State would become one of the most
important, if not the most important, of
the Australian States. As to the ques-
tion the Leader of the Opposition touched
on, the egg-laying competition, which he
said was not justified ——

Mz. Bara had vot said it wus not
justified.

Hox. 1". H. PIESSE: Here we again
¢ould go in the same direction in which
people had gone hitherto in the improve-
ment of stock. We must go in for
encournging the breeding of fowls which
lay a large number of eggs, and that
would be an advantage.  Everything we
eould duv in this connection was money
well spent. At the same time one could
endorse the remarks of the Leader of the
O position and vthers as to experimental
tarns. We had not heen so successful
in that respect as at one time we were led
to helieve. Tt was oot altogather a ques-
tion of management, it was a question of
the selection of the land, and now we had
hetter lands wvailable, such s at Nan-
weenan, we should have a better return,
We must spend money if we wished to
make a success of these farms, and we
must have evervibing up to date not only
in the management but in the equip-
ment, and in that direction we should
receive u yreater benefit; it would be
woney judiciously expended. As o the
questinn of our wine industry, a few days
ugo we had an opportunity of reading the
report of Mr. Binney, who bad truvelled
through France and bhad an opportunity
of going through the vineyards there,
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He went howe with  Australian  ex-
perience, and he Il pointed ont that in

France they produced 180 million gallons

of wine, but that the outpat was 320
million gallons; thus the balance bad
to be obtaied from somewhere: no
doubt there was the water with
addition of chemicals.

wines were coming into prominence and
were more favoured by the wine-drinking
people of England. Although England
was not a wine-driuluug country, still the
people were beginning to develop a taste
for Australian wines. Western Aus-
tralia. was noted for the wonderful
growth of its grapes and the peculiar
characteristies of its vintage, and 1t
seemed to him we in this State hbad
another great industry before us which
ultimately would becone one of our
greatest industries and should be fostered.
He only pointed thiz out to show how
much we had to do. The important
‘position occupied by the Minister for
Agriculture was second to nonc. It was
a department that was one of the most
interesting to n man who was enthusi-
astic on these important subjects. We
recognised that the Minister was a prac-
tical man with kuowledge whirh it was
necessary to bave to make a success of
such an undertaking. We could go
through these estimates without making
any material alteration. He was not
afraid the estimates wonld be cut down,
or.that much exception would be tuken
to the various items. He sincerely c¢on-
gratulated the Government on baving
brought to their assistance so able and

practical a coadjutor in their work as

the member for Northam. He was glad
to see him in that position knowing him
to be a thorougbly practical man, and he
looked to great advancement in the work
of this department. If we gave the Gov-
eroment an opportiuvity of goiug into
recess at an early date they would have
such advantage as had been afforded
to their predecessoras of getting a grasp
of their work, and next session they
would be uble to come forward with

expressions he had uttered and the hopes
which he had entertained.

Mr. H. BROWN:
Agriculture must feel flattered indeed by
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the .
Tt was encourag- '
ing to find that in England Austalian |

The Minister for .

Agrienltural Department.

the culogy of members on both sides.
The Agricnltura]l Department was a
very impuriant  one, more especially
the  Agricultural  Bank, but we must
not bhe too optimistic in regard to
the Agricultural Bank. At the present
time very few of the harrowers had
begun to pay back their principal. He
believed it was five years hefore any
portion of the principal had to be
returnued, therefore he thought we should
wail before passing any great enlogy on
the system.

THon. ¥. H. Piessr: The bank had
been in existence for nearly nine years, so
thal some of the borrowers must have
been paying back for four years.

Mr. H. BROWN: Optimistic remarks
had been made ubout the refrigerating
works hv the Minister for Agricultnre;
but he asked the Mister to go carefully
into the back reports of the refrigerating
works before embarking to any great
extent m Government administration.
A few months ago he asked for a return
of c¢ost and of profit and loss account,
which showed that np to the present
tirne over £11,000 had been lost; vet in
spite of this fact the present Government
proposed to spend another £5,000 in the
extension of the works, This was an
absolute disgrave. 1t would be far better
to adopt a systew of bonuses. The
attenticn of the inspectors of stock or of
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Avimals ought to Le drawn to the
manier in which ¢attle were treated in

©transit from  Peith to the goldfields,

being boxed up without feed or water for
over 24 hours,  Attention must also be
called to the treatment of orchardists in
and about Perth by Mr. Compere and
his staff. One orchardist alone lust vear
lost an income of £L300 throngh the
Governinent inspectors  entering |his
orchard and cutting down every tree;
and there were other similar cases in
which the Government had refused com-
pensation. Farther, certain officials of
the Agricultural Department should be
either suspended or discharged. The

- reporl of the Auditor Geueral ou the
reports that wounld fully endorse the

department showed u rotten siate of
affairs. Two clerks were specially men-
tioned, the Aunditor General stating that
the entries in their books were not up to
date and the additions incomplete. In
this connection he wished also to men-
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tion that the clerks who prepared the

return of cost of construction and profit

and loss for a period of five years in
regard to the refrigerators took a full
wonth over the work, and after going
into the vaults of the 'Treasury to
search for vouchers, had tv come back
with the humiliasting story that they
could present only an approximate
return.  Such a state of affairs reflected
no ¢redit on those who had had confrol
of the department in the past.

Te HONORARY MINISTER (in
reply generally): The books of the Agri-
cultural Department were boing brought
up to date as speedily as possible, and a
set of hooks adapted for a trading
ventare was wlso being obtained. The
accounts would henceforth be n perfect
order.

Mr. H. Brown : Were the officials
referred to still in the department ?

Tar HONORARY MINISTER: The
work referred to was the work of oue
clerk only, and that clerk was still in the
Government service.  Regarding the
rabbit-proof feace, to which the T.eader
of the Opposition had veferred, the cost
of npkeep and cost generally in connec-
tion with the fence was about £6 per
mile per anuum, and this sufficed to
keep it in thorough order. The egg-lay-

member had referred represented an
important developwent. in a big branch
of the industry, and the loss in connec-
tion with them would not he very great,
although perhups the expenditure might
bave come from some other vote. The

country would undoubtedly benefit from |

some comprehensive system of agn-
cultural education, but the establishment
of such a systewr would involve consider-
able cost and its organisation would take
some considerable time. At present

practical training was being given. He .

(the Hooorary Minister) was much

obliged by the complimentary remarks .

from both sides of the House, and he

hoped the work of the department during |

the coming vear would justify those
compliments. The member for Perth
(Mr. H. Brown), who as usual bhad
cleared out after waking a speech, had
referred to the Agricultural Bank.

Me. STONE called attention to the
state of the House. More members

e m—m e e

- might de.
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should be present when important
matters like these were being discussed.
Bells rung and quoram formed.

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: We
had pow advanced £440,000, although
the authorisation was £600,000. Of that
awonut, £86,000 had been returped :
about 20 per cent.  Considering that our
loans hud a currency of something like
30 years, he considered the repayments
had Dbeeu very satisfuctory indeed. No-
thing could be said against the securities
we held. He could assure the mem.
ber for Perth and other members that
our advances were perfectly sufe, and
everything in counection with the bauk
was satisfactory.

[Geueral discussion ended; votes and
items followed.]

Vote—Agriculture: £43,338,

Subdivision I—Generally, £8,607:

Item-—Salary of director (six months),
£500:

Mr. STONE: Did the Ministry intend
to wake the appointment, or do without
a director ?

Tre HONORARY MINISTER: There

was uu amount on the Estimuates for a

ing competitions to which the same + director, but it was not his intention to

appeint & man straight away; in fact,
it was not his intention to appoint
a director at all, unless a suvitable
persen could be secured. In this country
where the work of agricultural duvelop—

! ment was 80 Impor ta.nt, it would be a

good thing if we could secure the ser-
vices of some well-known man. There
was sa much to do, and so wmuch he
There were many farmers in
the State, yet there wus uwo mau pro-
bably in a public position whose duty.it
was to belp them all. 1f we could get o
director who would do for us what Pro-
fessor Lowrie did for South Australia,
the money would be well expended.

Subdivision 2—Government Refrigera-
ting Works, £1,655:

Ttem—Wages of cngineers, s(memen
labourers, etc., £1,000

Mr. HOLMAN : In regard to the
wages of the labourers and storemen
employed in the Guvernment work, was

[
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it the intention of the Government to
increase the rate of wages?

Tue Hovorary MInIsTER: What were
they being paid ?

Mr. HOLMAN could not say exactly.
The Minister should know better than
he. He had heard complaiats from some
of those employed on the Government
refrigerating works, onme of the best
paying establishments the State had, he
thought. Tt would be very uuwise to
cut down the wages of these employees.
The work was arduous. Was it the
intention of the Minister to increase the
wages P

Tee HONORARY MINISTER had
looked into the matter of the wages paid
to the cusual hands. Whatever was right
should be done. He was entirely opposed
to the payment of less than a fair rate
for any wWoik.

Me. STONE : In regard to the item
of £1,000, were there any charges which
repaid the department ?

Tur HONORARY MINISTER: We
expected the rofrigerating works wonld
more than pay their way this year. We
anticipated an income of £5000. Of
course the income from a trading con-
cern of this nature was always pro-
blematical, At present prices were very
low for ice and for storage he supposed
too, and it was impaossible for ws to
estimate what the exact revenue would
be.

Mx. Baru:
cost of the works?
any idea ?

Tue HovorarY MivisTer: No.

Me. WARE was given to understand
that the employees in this department
worked every day in the week, as was
necessary in connection with a work of
this description, but they were uot
awllowed any holidays throughout the
year, nor were they paid any extra time
in lieu of those holidays. He under-
stood it was customary, some years ago,
for these emplovees to have holidays,
but under the recent management the
employees had, he understood, been
denied their holidays.

Tue HONORARY MINISTENR: The
guestion of holidays to the men referred
to came wp some time ago for eousideru-
tion. It was settled by the Cabinel
before he took charge, and when the
manager spoke to him about it he (the

Whal was the original
Had the Minister
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, ifent showed a decrease of £8,225,
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Minister) arranged that the watter should
be brought up for farther consideration.
The men were regarded as temporary
hands. Now they were not on the wages
staff.

Me. Ware: They had been for years,
some of them.

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: If
so, when the matter came up for consi-
deration they would veceive fair treat-
ment. Men who worked a year must be
allowed to have certain holidays.

Subdivision 3—Stock, £2,802:

Item—Chief Inspector, £550:

Mr. HOLMAN : What steps would be
takeu hy the Chief Inspector of Stock to
prevent the landing of any camels in
Western Australia from any part of India
or any of those places where there was

" bubonic plague ?

Tue CHAIRMAN (Mr. Daglish):
The hon, member could not discuss that
on this item.

Tar HONORARY MINISTER: All
stock wus inspected at the port of entry,
and any camels imported would have to
go into quarantine for six weeks.

Me. Baru: The need for quarantining
stock had been removed hy a Gnazetle
notice.

Tae Arrorwey GuueraL: For the
purpose of the Royal Agricultural Show.

Item (Stock)—Poultry Expert, £225:
M=z. WARE: Why this extra £25 for

_an expert whose duties were not very

arduous? If a member of Parliament
was worth only £200, a poultry expert
could hardly be worth more. Recently
this officer was sharply criticised in the
Press. He (Mr. Ware) moved that the
item De reduced by £25.

Toe HONORARY MINISTER: Tle
officer well deserved the increase.

Amendment withdrawn.

Item (Rabbits) — Boundary riders,
rabbiters, and labourers occasionully
employed, £9,000:

Mr. HOLMAN: Was the amount
sufticient?  The Minister stated the
rubbits were not on the west side of the
fence. They were on both sides, having
reached Nannine, from which point the
dividing fence wus not vet erected. They
eould thus overrun the whole State. The
The
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effect on the agricultural and pastoral
industries might he serious, vesulting
perbaps in a loss of hundreds of thou-
sands.

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: The
amount provided was considered sufficient,
representing £6 per mile, which ought to
be anple to keep the fence in order. A
heavier expenditure might muintain the
fence in more lavish styvle, without in-
creased efticivney.  Heports showerd that
the rabbits were not on both sides of the
fence, though they were betwecu the two
fences and to the eastward of the outer
fence. Occasienally reports came to hand
of rabbiis seen on the west side, but the
fence in course of erection from the
northern end of the preseut fence to the
sea would probably be conpleted in time
tv stop the progress of the rabbits, even
if a few were on the western side.

Subdivision 5— Generally:

Item—Experimental Farms, £3,000:

Mgr. STONE: Why the reduction of
£912¢
profit ?

Tue HONORARY MINISTER: A
return of about £3,000 was expected from
the farws tbis vear, equal to the amount
expended.

Item—Egg-laying Competitions, £750

Mg. STONE : There appeared to be
roewn for saving bere,

Tae HONORARY MINISTER: The
iton could not be reduced.

Ttem—-National Show:

[27 Noveuser, 1906.)

Did any of the furms show a

Me. SIONE: No amount appeared to |

be provided.

Tre HONORARY MINISTER: Pro-
vision wus
Government. Property Trust Account,

Item — Destruction of Wild Dogs,
£2,500:

made ont of the Sale of .

Me. TROY : Twelve months ago the -
present, Prenier promised a deputation of

squatters to introduce a Bill creating

boards that would levy on the squatters :

for 1he extermination of this pest. The

ravages were becoming more acute, and -

something should be done without delay.
A Bill was promised, but owing to the
work the Minister had to do probably it
could not be got ready. Next session it

-——— -
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was to be hoped « Bill would be brought
down. There was u measure in South
Austealin which could be admirably
adapted to this State, and be o great
benefit to the country.

Mr. SUONE: There was an increase
in the vote this yeur of £603. How
was it intended to upply it¥ A deputa-
tion from the northern party bad waited
on the Premier to ask that boards to
vontrol pests should be appointed.

Tug HONORARY MINISTER: A
Bill was in course of preparation. It
would be drafted during the recess and
presented te the House early next session.
The wmount of the veile was increased.
It was thought that by subsidising locul
effort assistance conld be given. If people
in a district voluntarily raised a certain
sum, out of this vote they could be sub-
sided.- At wny rate, with the increased
vote something could be done to check
the ravages of this pest.

Other items agrewd to; the vote passed.

Vote — Agrieultural Buamk, £2,825,
agreed to.

This concluded the votes for the de-
partment.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at 11:55, mid-
night, uotil the next day,

L ————— ]



